
ORSA Elections

It’s time for our biennial elections for the ORSA board of directors. 
	

Have you ever considered running for office on the ORSA board? If interested now is the 
time to think about it and get your biography in. Every 2 years we have elections for the at-
large positions: President, Vice-President, Secretary, Roads & Grounds, Treasurer, Training 

Officer and Membership Secretary. All positions are volunteer and the monthly board 
meetings are held the 1st Wednesday of every month.  

 
To run for office, you must be a member in good standing for a minimum of 3 years. You 
will need to submit your biography to the club secretary PRIOR to September 1, 2026. 

Biographies received after this date will not be considered. 
You can email the biography to Patrick Hackett @ orsasec@gmail.com

Attention: Club House Closing

The Club House will be closed from Saturday, September 26th until Saturday, October 3rd. 
The old worn and dirty carpet will be removed and replaced with an epoxy coating that 
is easier to clean and can’t absorb spills. Thank you for your patience and understanding 

during this transition to improve our club facilities.  -  ORSA Board
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Please remember that when using any of the ORSA Ranges, safety should be your number one concern. Everyone must be diligent in observing and correcting unsafe 
actions by anyone on the ranges. Also remember that you should always wear proper EYE and EAR protection regardless of whether you are shooting or just watching.

APPROXIMATELY 3000 MEMBERS

Range Work Rules
As a reminder regarding work being completed on the grounds at ORSA: 

If you are on a range shooting, or show up to a range to shoot, you are required to yield 
to anyone working on the ranges or property. This includes contractors and/or volunteers. 

Under no circumstances should you begin shooting, or continue shooting, on any range 
where a contractor or volunteer is working or shows up to perform any work activity - 

mowing, weed eating, maintenance, etc. 
HP maintenance Monday 8am-2pm and LR maintenance Monday 2pm-dusk. 

Thank you for your cooperation and abiding by this rule. -  ORSA BOD
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ORSA Website:  ORSAONLINE.ORG	 ORSA Membership Info:  JOINORSA.ORG

mailto:orsasec%40gmail.com?subject=
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Junior Rifle Team Starting at ORSA

Rimfire Basic Rifle Clinic

ORSA will host a CMP Basic Rifle Clinic on 
Saturday, October 10th designed to help 
developing shooters build solid marksmanship 
fundamentals. Participants will learn how to 
improve shooting in the prone, sitting, and 
standing positions, along with basic sling use, 
sight alignment, and safe range procedures 
during sanctioned matches.
 
After the classroom portion, shooters head to 
the range for hands‑on instruction and guided 

firing in all three positions by participating in a 
Rimfire Sporter Match.

Space is limited. If you want to sharpen your 
skills, learn proper technique, or get started in 
CMP competition, this clinic is a great place to 
begin. 

For details, rifle eligibility, or registration, 
contact David at orsaclinic@gmail.com.

ORSA is preparing to restart a Junior Rifle 
Team for the 2026 and 2027 seasons. For 
competition purposes, juniors are defined as 
ages 12 to 20. Families considering participation 
should understand that team‑oriented shooting 
sports require regular practice, commitment to 
team activities, and steady hard work to make 
meaningful progress.
 
An initial informational meeting for interested 
juniors and parents will be held this fall. At that 
meeting, we will cover:

•	Team goals for the upcoming seasons
•	Practice schedules and training expectations
•	Equipment needs and what ORSA can provide

•	Coaching structure and safety requirements
•	Opportunities to compete at local, regional, 

and national events  
	  
Our goal is to build a program that develops safe 
gun‑handling skills, marksmanship fundamentals, 
personal discipline, and teamwork. No prior 
competitive experience is required, only a 
willingness to learn and participate.
 
More details, including the meeting date and 
registration information, will be announced soon. 
Families who would like to be added to the 
interest list can contact the program organizers 
directly at orsaclinic@gmail.com.

•	 Access to the Action Pistol range for practice requires participants to attend 
an AP Orientation session. Classes are held monthly at the AP building.

•	 Due to limited seating and health restrictions Walk-ins are not allowed.
•	 Use the link below to register for the AP orientation class of your choice.

https://practiscore.com/clubs/oak-ridge-sportsman-association

• • • ACTION PISTOL NEWS • • •

https://www.orsaonline.org/
mailto:orsaclinic%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:orsaclinic%40gmail.com?subject=
https://practiscore.com/clubs/oak-ridge-sportsman-association
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Pull for Our Veterans™
15th Annual Skeet and Trap Shoot

and 10th Annual Sporting Clays

For 14 years, Pull For Our Veterans™ has worked very hard to raise money for veterans and 

their families.  Despite that Pull For Our Veterans is organized and run by ORSA members 

that have had no previous fundraising experience, we have been very successful.  In 2025 we 

were able to raise $14,400!  This brings the 14 year total to $337,439.35.  This success is due 

to our many participants, donors, sponsors, and volunteers.  And of course, we could not 

have accomplished this without the sponsorship of ORSA and the support of the Skeet and 

Trap Club.  

On 15 December, Bob Hancock, representing all of Pull For Our Veterans, presented the 

check for $14,500 to Mike Kitchens from Smoky Mtn. Service Dogs.  

We were disappointed with the low number of shooters at last year’s event and seriously 

considered not continuing this event for 2026.  We surveyed participants and volunteers and 

we were told resoundingly that we should definitely continue this for 2026.  

We will hold PFOV 2026 on Saturday 19 September.  

Please consider participating in this event in 2026 and for supporting our well deserving 

veterans and their families.  Entry fee for Skeet and Trap $105.  Entry fee includes lunch on 

Saturday.  Limit of 20 shooters per flight 1 (5 per squad).  Entry Fee for Sporting Clays $105.  

Entry fee includes 100 sporting clays targets. Limit of 52 shooters per flight (4 shooters per 

squad).

Go to 15pfov.eventzilla.net to register.  

Richard Stouder, Col (R) U.S. Army
President
Pull For Our Veterans, Inc.

https://www.orsaonline.org/
http://15pfov.eventzilla.net
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Rifle and Pistol is pleased to offer, 

Ladies’ Day at the Indoor Range 

Fridays from 9 a.m. to noon 
This is open to all women age 16 and up, beginner to expert.

For too long, many considered shooting sports 

to be a male-dominated arena. But we're here to 

tell you that's changing, and there's never been a 

better time for women to get involved.

Why Should Women Get Involved? 

•	 Empowerment: Mastering a firearm 

and hitting your target is an incredibly 

empowering experience. It builds self-

assurance and a sense of capability that 

extends beyond the range. 

•	 Focus and Concentration: Shooting 

sports require intense focus and mental 

discipline. It's a fantastic way to sharpen your 

concentration skills and clear your mind. 

 

•	 Community: The shooting sports community 

is welcoming and supportive. You'll find 

opportunities to connect with like-minded 

individuals, build friendships, and learn from 

experienced shooters.  Ladies’ Day is an ideal 

opportunity for us to make friends and help 

each other learn and improve at the range. 

•	 Self-Defense Skills: Whether your interest 

is sport shooting or self-defense training, 

familiarity with firearms and safe gun 

handling is a valuable foundation. Anyone 

who lives in a home with firearms should 

have a basic knowledge of how to safely load, 

clear, and use the weapon if needed. 

•	 It's Plain Fun! Let's be honest, hitting a target 

is satisfying! Shooting sports offer a unique 

and enjoyable way to challenge yourself, 

whether you choose to compete with others 

or simply improve your own score.

For more information, contact Angi Agle, 
865-272-9215 or ORSAladies@gmail.com

Attention Muzzleloader Enthusiasts

The ORSA Black Powder League is making some changes. We are taking the summer off. 
Starting in September we will resume on Saturday mornings. Our dates are as follows: 

10:00 a.m. on the competition range - September 26, October 24, and November 24.
We will shoot 4 flights of 5 rounds each at assorted National Muzzle Loading Rifle Association 

targets. We will be using both traditional muzzleloaders as well as modern in-line. 
We hope you can join us. 

For more information, please contact John Barone at johnnyb19@me.com

https://www.orsaonline.org/
mailto:ORSAladies%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:johnnyb19%40me.com?subject=


	

	

	

	 On July 20th, 2026, my father and I set out 

on our seven-hour trek to Camp Perry. Camp 

Perry is a military base established in 1906 and 

currently owned by the Ohio National Guard. It is 

also home to the National Matches. The National 

Matches are a series of shooting competitions 

ranging from pistol to long range rifle.

	 Arguably the biggest set of matches are the 

two high power weeks. High power, or across 

the course, is a match course consisting of three 

different yard lines and three different positions. 

The first yard line is 200 yards. At the first yard 

line, you shoot standing, also known as off 

hand, slow fire for a total of ten or twenty shots, 

depending on the course of fire. Next is the 200-

yard sitting rapid fire stage in which you have 

60 seconds to fire ten shots with a mag change. 

After these stages, you move back to 300 yards 

where you shoot rapid fire prone. Here you have 

one minute and ten seconds to fire ten shots 

with a mag change. After that, you go back to 

600 yards to slow fire prone in which you have 

twenty minutes to fire twenty shots. After this, 

the match is completed.

	 The first week is the Civilian Marksmanship 

Program (CMP) Championship, or, as it is called, 

‘Cup Week’. It consists of a three-day aggregate 

and a four-man team match. After the ‘Cup 

Week’, they have an assortment of junior clinics 

and introductory classes. After that comes the 

biggest week at Camp Perry. It is called ‘Trophy 

Week’. During the week there are four big 

matches. The first match is the President’s 100, 

a thirty-shot match. Next, the National Trophy 

Individual match. After that comes the Hearst 

Doubles, a two-man team match and then the 

junior two-man team match. Later in the week, 

there is the six-man team match. Each of these 

matches, with the exception of the Hearst 

Doubles and Junior Team Match, take an entire 

day, as there will be almost 900 competitors 

on the firing line.Before the high-power weeks 

are the pistol week and after high power is long 

range.

	 After all that, you may think this Camp 

Perry thing is a big event. It is a big event, but 

not nearly as big as it once was. One of the 

challenges in this sport is the decrease in junior 

shooters. The junior program consists of young 

teens up to twenty year olds shooting as a team, 

with team gear and coaching provided by a 

sponsoring organization. The team practices and 

participates in local and regional matches, holds 

fundraising events, community service training
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at local ranges, and participates in the National 

Matches. The Junior Program provides

important instruction in the safe handling of 

firearms, teaches responsibility for expensive 

equipment, promotes team camaraderie and 

working towards a greater purpose than oneself.

	 Many states have a junior team, however 

the lack of junior teams in places like here in 

Tennessee mean that less and less shooters are 

benefiting from this opportunity. The benefit 

to having a junior team is it makes it easier for 

young shooters to learn how to shoot, shoot 

well and hopefully shoot into their older years, 

keeping the sport alive and growing.

	 I have shot at Camp Perry for two years in a 

row. First, with the Arizona Scorpions junior team 

and, just recently, with Tennessee. I shot with 

a fellow Junior from Tennessee, Lilly B. Since 

Tennessee did not have a junior team, it made it 

harder to shoot in junior matches, and we were 

combined with adults for a 6 man team match. I 

think it would greatly benefit Tennessee were a 

junior team created.

	 I hope that after reading this, the Oak Ridge 

Sportsman’s Association (ORSA) will agree 

to starting a junior team. ORSA has all the 

equipment and range space needed for a junior 

team as well as volunteers capable of running 

one. I hope we can work towards the goal of 

filling the sport with new shooters and I look 

forward to shooting on the Tennessee Junior 

Team!

 

Respectfully,

Mason Friedman

https://www.orsaonline.org/
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Part 3 of What is the CMP: How is that working for you?

Parts 1 and 2 of this series examined the origins 
of the DCM/CMP and described how those 
organizations, together with the NRA, shaped 
and sanctioned high‑power rifle competition 
across the United States and at Camp Perry. 
That shared partnership ended in 2016, when the 
CMP and NRA diverged in their administration 
of the National Championships—a moment now 
referred to as “The Split.” This concluding article 
reviews how the post‑2016 era has developed for 
both organizations.

While the separation introduced several notable 
changes, many aspects of competitive shooting 
remained familiar. We will explore the major 
areas of change—National Matches, Technology, 
and Regional Matches. But first, it is worth noting 
the continuity at the local level.

Local match operations changed very little. 
Match registration continued through the NRA 
or CMP depending on match type.  Shooters 
still earned NRA classifications through the 
established process, and clubs pursuing 
Distinguished Rifleman awards continued 
registering those events with the CMP. At ORSA, 
the Highpower coordinators managed both NRA 
and CMP match registrations for many years, and 
that system remained stable until recently, when 
Across‑the‑Course matches transitioned to CMP 
sanctioning while mid‑range and long‑range 
matches remained under the NRA. For shooters 
who participate primarily in local matches, the 
day‑to‑day experience remained largely the 
same.

The National Matches
 
Changes to the National Matches were shaped 
by where competitors wanted to shoot their 
annual championship and which awards or 
trophies they wanted to earn. Since the CMP and 
NRA championships were held at different times, 
shooters with enough flexibility could attend 
both. As noted in Part 2, each organization 
offered its own CMP titles and NRA titles. 
Beginning in 2017, the shooting community 
“voted with their feet” as both organizations 

revised their programs, leading competitors to 
choose the championship structure that best 
aligned with their goals.

While a direct match by match comparison is 
impractical because of the different courses 
of fire, but it is easy to look at how many 
participants attended what was considered the 
corresponding “big match”.  For the NRA at 
Camp Atterbury, the “big match” was the High 
Power Across the Course (often referred to XTC 
or ATC) Championship for which there were 168 
total competitors.  For the CMP, the “Big Match” 
was the National Trophy Individual match which 
had 1,044 Competitors.   For each match the 
course of fire is very similar except for the total 
number of rounds that are fired.

Suffice it to say, the numbers-to-numbers 
comparison was stark, total number of 
participants at the corresponding championship 
matches largely favored the CMP and the 
matches at Camp Perry.  

In the years since 2017, the NRA matches 
gradually moved away from Camp Atterbury, 
and relied on regional clubs to host, and 
typically not at the same time each year.  For 
2026 according to the NRA’s National Match 
Website, the “National Match’s” are being held at 
15 different locations and times throughout this 
year.  Some are complete, such at Long Range 
(1,000 Yards), and some are yet to be held, such 
as Across the Course (200/300/600 Yards). 
 
https://competitions.nra.org/competitions/nra-
national-matches/

Technology

In terms of technology, the shooting community 
has seen a surge in electronic target systems 
since the early 2000s. A full technical breakdown 
is beyond the scope of this series, but two 
primary types dominate the market. The first 
is the open‑microphone system, most known 
as Shot Marker, produced by MacDonald 
Innovations in Canada. The second is the closed

https://www.orsaonline.org/
https://competitions.nra.org/competitions/nra-national-matches/
https://competitions.nra.org/competitions/nra-national-matches/
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acoustic chamber system offered by Kongsberg 
Target Systems (KTS) of Norway. Comparing 
the two isn’t entirely fair—they’re built for 
different purposes—but in short, Shot Marker 
provides reliable, affordable performance that is 
well‑suited for club matches and practice, while 
KTS delivers the environmental stability and 
certified precision required for international‑level 
competition.

CMP’s shift to electronic targets began in earnest 
with the opening of Talladega Marksmanship 
Park (Talladega Alabama) in 2015, the first U.S. 
range built entirely around the Kongsberg Target 
System (KTS). Talladega became CMP’s proving 
ground, demonstrating that fully electronic 
scoring could eliminate pit duty, speed up relays, 
and provide real‑time results to competitors and 
spectators.

Following Talladega Marksmanship Park’s 
success, CMP began expanding KTS to its 
traveling Games matches. The first major rollout 
occurred at Eastern Games in North Carolina, 
where electronic targets were introduced in 
the late 2010s. Competitors immediately noted 
the faster match flow and reduced staffing 
requirements. From there, CMP extended KTS 
to additional travel events—including Western 
Games as well as selected matches at Camp 
Perry—steadily standardizing electronic targets 
across nearly all of its traveling championship 
series. By the early 2020s, CMP had effectively 
completed its transition. This modernization 
reshaped the competitor experience nationwide, 
enabling tighter scheduling, live scoring, 
and a consistent match format across CMP’s 
championship calendar.

The CMP was able to do this with its deeper 
financial pockets that are augmented by the 
sales of surplus military firearms that continue to 
this day, as you are hearing about now with the 
recent announcement to sell surplus M14’s.

The NRA, on the other hand, does not own 
targets of any kind, and rely on local clubs who 
are hosting to provide targets, electronic or in 
some cases they still use manual, pit operated 
targets.

Regional Matches

The growth of CMP’s regional Travel Games 
has become one of the most defining post‑Split 
developments. What began as a handful of 
satellite events has matured into a nationwide 
circuit that mirrors the structure, professionalism, 
and accessibility of the National Matches 
themselves. The Eastern Games at Camp Butner, 
North Carolina—now in their 19th year—have 
become the flagship example, drawing more 
than 450 competitors across pistol, highpower, 
rimfire, mid‑range, long‑range, and Games rifle 
disciplines .

The Eastern Games, New England Games, 
Western Games, and Talladega’s year‑round 
match calendar reinforce this trend. Each 
venue offers a full suite of CMP disciplines—
Across‑the‑Course, mid‑range, long‑range, 
pistol, rimfire, and Games rifle—supported by 
clinics, SAFS instruction, and EIC opportunities. 
Talladega, with its fully electronic KTS 
infrastructure, remains the technological 
centerpiece, but the mobile KTS deployments at 
regional sites have made the Travel Games nearly 
identical in format and flow. 

Taken together, CMP’s Regional Travel Games 
have become the de facto national circuit 
for many shooters. They offer predictable 
scheduling, consistent match administration, 
and a unified rulebook—advantages that 
contrast sharply with the NRA’s decentralized, 
multi‑location championship model where 
locations and time of year are subject to change. 

In contrast, the NRA “Regional System” is 
a tiered system of sanctioned tournaments 
that ranges from local registered matches to 
State, Regional, and National Championships. 
Unlike some sports that designate a single 
championship match for each geographic region, 
the NRA's Regional Championship designation 
is awarded to qualifying events hosted by local 
clubs and state associations. As a result, multiple 
NRA Regional Championships may be conducted 
across the country in each discipline, with match 
operations handled by experienced host clubs 
under NRA rules and sanctioning. 

https://www.orsaonline.org/
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To put it another way, if you attended a CMP 
Regional Event, the targets and staff are 
consistent down to the point that even the same 
rotation of individuals will be handling check-
in and in the tower calling range commands. 
Whereas an NRA Regional Match is entirely 
reliant on a local club’s target system and staff 
for hosting purposes.

Wrap Up

The other pattern that has begun to emerge 
across the US, and at ORSA, is that each 
organization seems to have a majority of one 
type of shooter differing from the other.  Within 
the high power discipline, the CMP is focused 
on “3-position” shooting of standing, sitting or 
kneeling and prone.  Whereas the NRA matches 
within high power community seems to have a 
majority of “belly-shooters” that primarily shoot 
prone at medium or long range with a multitude 
of rifle types and classes.   This distinction 
mirrors with rifle type.  CMP matches are 
dominated by “service rifles” such as the AR15 
or other “vintage” service rifles such as the M1 
Garand, while the NRA is dominated by “match 
rifles” that are highly individualized and variable.

To conclude, there’s no “happy ending” to 
what was over 100 years of cooperation that 
seems to be turning into separate sanctioning 
organizations that will tend to continue cater to 
their specific shooting disciplines, even though 
there’s very little to separate the shooting 
discipline, other than the shape and outline of 
the rifle, and the course of fire.  

The decade following “The Split” has shown that 
the NRA and CMP have simply grown in different 
directions. The NRA has had to evolve to 
club‑based matches, distributed championships, 
while retaining the familiar classification system. 
CMP, meanwhile, has invested in technology, 
expanded its regional Travel Games, and 
consolidated its national calendar at Camp Perry. 
These choices reflect organizational priorities 
rather than competition between them. 

Ultimately, the question of “how is that working 
for you” is answered by individual competitors. 
Some will prefer the standardization CMP offers; 

others will value the continuity and club‑driven 
culture of the NRA, or they may just go to those 
matches where the majority of competitors has a 
rifle that looks like theirs. 

Post Script

The information in this series of articles 
originated from an email written by an individual 
on the NRA High Power Committee who 
explained his rationale and perspective regarding 
the 2016 decision to move NRA matches away 
from Camp Perry. Additional information was 
gathered from local shooters and internet 
archives, and every effort was made to ensure 
the content was factual and unbiased. No intent 
was made to imply that one organization is 
better than the other, as both the CMP and 
NRA have many dedicated full-time employees 
and volunteers whose goal is to promote safe 
shooting sports and competitions.

If there are any substantive errors, they are 
unintended and I welcome your input.

David Kiefer dkiefer3006@gmail.com

Post, Post Script:  
For those wanting to see how the Army 
conducted the Camp Perry Matches as described 
in Part 1, the following archival footage highlights 
the National Matches in 1965. There are also a 
few other nuggets of history in the video, but 
I'll leave it to true shooting enthusiasts to find 
them. (A YouTube search of Camp Perry 1965 
should bring up the video): https://youtu.be/
FNpYYDFtTQs?is=vWtSLqOPJY_5TZbp

https://www.orsaonline.org/
mailto:dkiefer3006%40gmail.com?subject=
https://youtu.be/FNpYYDFtTQs?is=vWtSLqOPJY_5TZbp
https://youtu.be/FNpYYDFtTQs?is=vWtSLqOPJY_5TZbp
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Federal Court Knocks Out Key NFA Rules 
Regarding Suppressors and SBRs But Most 
Tennesseans Are Not Yet Protected

A Texas ruling on August 5, 2026, finds that 
Congress removed the constitutional foundation 
for federal registration and approval rules 
covering suppressors and short-barreled 
firearms thus striking down the requirement 
that individuals register the transfers of those 
firearms with the ATF. But, not in Tennessee.

Congress enacted the National Firearms Act, 
or NFA, in 1934 under its constitutional power 
to tax. For most of the law’s history, a person 
who transferred or privately made a NFA 
firearm had to pay a $200 federal tax. The NFA 
uses “firearm” as a uniquely defined legal term 
that includes suppressors, called “silencers” in 
federal law, short-barreled rifles, short-barreled 
shotguns, machineguns, destructive devices, and 
a narrow group called “any other weapons,” or 
AOWs.

The tax came with an extensive federal 
system for registration of those items. 
A transfer generally required an ATF 
Form 4, while private making required 
a Form 1. The applications required 
identifying information, fingerprints, 
a photograph, details about the item, 
and historically a written notice to local law 
enforcement. ATF approval had to come first 
prior to the physical transfer and, in the past, 
that often took far more than a year for the ATF 
to respond. The NFA’s procedures also required 
entry in a central registry, proof of registration, 
and related marking and recordkeeping. 
Violations could bring serious criminal penalties 
and forfeiture.

In 2025, Congress removed the tax but left the 
federal requirements that the transfer forms 
be submitted and approved by ATF. Congress 
changed the transfer and making tax to $0 for 
suppressors, short-barreled rifles, short-barreled 
shotguns, and AOWs, effective January 1, 2026. 
Congress kept the $200 tax for machineguns 

and destructive devices. It also kept the 
annual occupational tax on NFA importers, 
manufacturers, and dealers.

Congress did not remove the application, 
approval, disclosure, registration, and 
enforcement provisions tied to those items that 
were no longer subject to a tax. That mismatch 
created the lawsuit. The plaintiffs argued that 
this machinery could not stand when the tax 
collected no revenue from these items.

The lawsuit was filed in federal district court in 
Texas. The lead plaintiffs included individuals, 
firearms businesses, membership organizations, 
and 15 states: Texas, Alaska, Georgia, Idaho, 
Indiana, Kansas, Louisiana, Montana, North 
Dakota, Oklahoma, South Carolina, South Dakota, 
Utah, West Virginia, and Wyoming. As in other 
cases brought by states challenging federal 
gun laws for their citizens, Tennessee was not 
among the states that were fighting the federal 

government’s claimed authority over 
their citizens. A related case, Jensen 
v. ATF, was consolidated with the lead 
case.

In the lawsuit, the plaintiffs raised two 
main claims. First, they argued that 
the NFA rules exceeded Congress’s 
limited powers under Article I of the 

Constitution. Second, they claimed that the 
same rules violated the Second Amendment. The 
lead plaintiffs requested a nationwide injunction 
against enforcement for all untaxed NFA items, 
including transactions involving people who were 
not parties. They also sought declaratory relief. 
The Jensen plaintiffs requested a narrower, party-
specific injunction.

On August 5, 2026, U.S. District Judge James 
Wesley Hendrix ruled that the challenged 
provisions are unconstitutional as applied to the 
untaxed categories of firearms. His reasoning 
centered on Congress’s enumerated powers, 
not the Second Amendment (the parties had 
agreed that the Court need not reach the Second 
Amendment issues if the court ruled in favor of

https://www.orsaonline.org/
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the Plaintiffs on the first ground).

The court found that Congress enacted the 
NFA under the taxing power and designed its 
forms, registry, approval process, and penalties 
to support tax collection. A tax must produce 
at least some revenue. Because the rate is now 
$0 for the items at issue, the court concluded 
that those controls no longer aid the collection 
of a tax. The remaining occupational tax on 
businesses was not enough, in the court’s 
view, to support regulatory burdens placed on 
individual transfers and making.

The federal government also relied on Congress’s 
power to regulate interstate commerce and 
the Necessary and Proper Clause. The court 
rejected those defenses. It held that the NFA’s 
text, structure, and history showed that Congress 
relied on the taxing power alone and that the 
government could not save the law with a 
different, after-the-fact constitutional theory. 
Because this ruling gave the plaintiffs the 
requested protection, the court did not decide 
the Second Amendment claim. That claim was 
dismissed without prejudice as abandoned.

The relief granted by the court is important, 
but it is not nationwide. The court barred ATF 
and the Justice Department from enforcing the 
listed provisions against the plaintiffs and, where 
applicable, their agencies, political subdivisions, 
members, and current or future customers. 
Customer protection is tied to transactions with 
a protected commercial plaintiff or member. 
It does not give a customer’s entire collection 
a blanket exemption. The court also excluded 
undefined “supporters” and resident family 
members.

The judge refused to issue a universal injunction 
or a separate declaratory judgment. The court 
relied on the Supreme Court’s 2025 decision in 
Trump v. CASA, which limited federal courts to 
relief needed for the parties before them. The 
order also does not disturb the tax or related 
controls on machineguns and destructive 
devices, and it does not erase other federal 

firearm laws.

What does the decision means for Tennessee?

For Tennesseans, caution is essential. This is a 
Texas federal district court decision, not a ruling 
of the Supreme Court or the Sixth Circuit, where 
Tennessee is located. It does not bind Tennessee 
federal courts as precedent.

Of more significance, Tennessee is not a plaintiff 
state, and the injunction is not universal. 
Tennessee, its agencies, and its political 
subdivisions did not receive the protection 
granted to the 15 plaintiff states. Further, 
Tennesseans did not receive the protections that 
citizens of other states received.

Some Tennesseans may still fall within the 
injunction if they are members of a protected 
plaintiff organization or are current or future 
customers in a protected transaction. That 
coverage depends on the exact relationship and 
the final judgment. It should not be assumed.

The timing also matters. The court stayed its 
own order for seven days from August 5 so the 
federal government could seek appellate relief. 
As of August 6, no one should act as though the 
injunction is already in force. An appeal and a 
longer stay could delay or prevent it from taking 
effect.

What is important to understand is that 
Tennessee, its Legislature, its Governor and 
its Attorney General failed to stand up for its 
people.

Tennessee failed its citizens by not joining 
this important constitutional challenge. Other 
states used their offices and resources to 
contest a federal system that demanded 
personal disclosures, government approval, 
and registration after Congress eliminated the 
underlying tax. Tennessee chose not to stand 
with them. Of course, given that Tennessee’s 
state government and state officials have 
appealed the ruling in Hughes v. Lee and

https://www.orsaonline.org/
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that they have refused for decades to repeal 
clear violations by state law of the Second 
Amendment, it is not surprising that these state 
officials made the decision not to protect the 
constitutionally protected rights of Tennesseans 
– again.

That failure has a practical cost. Tennessee’s 
agencies and political subdivisions are outside 
the state-specific injunction. Tennesseans 
and Tennessee businesses must sort through 
narrower membership and customer rules to 
determine whether they are protected against 
federal enforcement. The court protected the 
plaintiff states and their governmental bodies, 
not all residents of those states. Tennessee would 
have needed to establish standing and seek 
relief broad enough to protect its citizens. But it 
did neither. On an issue involving constitutional 
limits and serious criminal penalties, Tennesseans 
deserved active representation from their State, 
not silence from the sidelines – or worse, tacit 
support for the federal government’s continued 
registration requirements.

It is election day in Tennessee. A step will be 
made toward selecting a new governor. It is 
critical for Tennesseans to make sure that 
the choices that they make in this primary 
are for candidates who have publicly proven, 
through their actions, their debates, their public 
questioning and their survey responses that 
they take the Second Amendment as a “no 
compromise” right to be fully and completely 
protected. Our existing government officials – 
those who could have included Tennessee in this 
litigation failed us. In this election season, make 
sure you support only those candidates who 
leave no question as to where they stand in the 
defense of your constitutionally protected rights.

John Harris
Executive Director
Tennessee Firearms Association

Why are Gun Control Groups Scared of 
SCOTUS? We Couldn’t be More Excited
By Larry Keane

I’ve got to be honest. I had mixed emotions when 
the U.S. Supreme Court announced it was going 
to hear arguments challenging bans on the sale 
of Modern Sporting Rifles (MSRs).

First, I was downright giddy. Then, with a sigh, I 
thought, “It’s about time.”

In fact, NSSF used the word “elated” in our 
statement upon hearing that Viramontes v. Cook 
County and Grant v. Higgins will be heard by 
the Supreme Court in the next session. These 
petitions were relisted several times before the 
Supreme Court ultimately decided to grant cert. 
Viramontes and Grant challenge Cook County, 
Illinois and Connecticut’s respective bans on MSR 
possession, the most-commonly sold centerfire 
rifle in America, of which there are over 32 
million in circulation. Heller and Bruen clearly 
hold that firearms in common use are protected 
by the Second Amendment and cannot be 
banned unless the government can prove the 
ban fits with our nation’s history and tradition of 
firearm regulation — which they plainly cannot 
do.

Why a Supreme Court MSR Ban Ruling is Long 
Overdue

This day at the Supreme Court has been decades 
in the making. Last year, we got close with Snope 
v. Brown and the NSSF-funded Ocean State 
Tactical Rhode Island petitions. NSSF submitted 
amicus briefs supporting both petitions. In the 
amicus for Snope, NSSF argued that the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit erred 
when it held that the MSR — or AR-15-style rifle 
— isn’t even an arm. In 2024, NSSF asked the 
Supreme Court to hear our appeal in Barnett 
v. Raoul challenging the Illinois ban on MSRs 
and standard magazines. Like in Snope, the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit reversed 
a preliminary injunction that brazenly ignored 
Supreme Court precedent and held MSRs are not 
“Arms.”

It was disappointing, even frustrating, that the 
Supreme Court didn’t agree to the petitions then.
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NSSF agreed with Justice Clarence Thomas in his 
dissent of the denial of cert in Snope, when he 
wrote that he “would not wait to decide whether 
the government can ban the most popular rifle in 
America. That question is of critical importance 
to tens of millions of law-abiding AR–15 owners 
throughout the country. [The Supreme Court 
has] avoided deciding it for a full decade. And, 
further percolation is of little value when lower 
courts in the jurisdictions that ban AR–15s 
appear bent on distorting this Court’s Second 
Amendment precedents. I doubt we would sit 
idly by if lower courts were to so subvert our 
precedents involving any other constitutional 
right. Until we are vigilant in enforcing it, the 
right to bear arms will remain ‘a second-class 
right.’”

Now, however, the clouds have parted. Gloom 
gave way to sunshine. The day at the Supreme 
Court is arriving. Justice Brett Kavanaugh’s 
prediction that the Supreme Court should 
answer the question of whether banning the 
most popular-selling centerfire rifle in America 
violates the U.S. Constitution is coming. 
The firearm industry, gun owners, Second 
Amendment supporters and constitutional 
watchdogs are just as excited as the industry.

Gun Control Doom

Gun control groups, on the other hand, are 
wringing their hands and gnashing their teeth. 
If you read their statements, the sky is falling. 
They’re again making unmoored hyperbolic 
predictions of carnage.

Just a warning before you check these links 
out for yourself. You’ll be peppered with 
solicitations to donate money to their antigun 
and unconstitutional causes. Ignore them. We do. 
Just like almost everything else they say.

Everytown for Gun Safety’s Janet Carter, the 
managing director of Second Amendment 
litigation at Everytown Law, said in a press 
release, “Assault weapons cause massive 
devastation. They are the weapons of choice for 

mass shooters.”

That’s not unhinged at all.

Brady United was a little more circumspect 
but resorted to the warnings that law-abiding 
citizens, who lawfully possess and lawfully 
use MSRs are, in their estimation, a menace to 
society.

“The Court’s decision to take up these cases is 
just that – a decision to consider these cases. 
Its [sic] doing so does not overrule any state or 
local gun safety law,” said Kris Brown, President 
of Brady, in a press release. “Local and state 
regulations of assault weapons prevent harm and 
death in our communities, our schools, and our 
country.”

GIFFORDS Violence Prevention & Advocacy 
either hadn’t gotten around to posting anything 
about their thoughts or was busy screaming in 
their offices about the announcement. They did, 
however, post their endorsement of gun grabber 
U.S. Sen. Chris Coons (D-Del.) for reelection. That 
could be considered something, since Sen. Coons 
has supported banning MSRs for years.

Reason for Confidence

But why so sullen? Predicting what the U.S. 
Supreme Court will decide prior to the decision 
actually being published is a fool’s errand. 
That’s not what I’m attempting to do. Rather, 
my confidence of prevailing in these combined 
cases and finally settling the matter that state 
laws banning the sale of these firearms violate 
the U.S. Constitution comes from, well … the U.S. 
Constitution.

“A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the 
security of a free State, the right of the people to 
keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.”

It’s also backed up by Supreme Court precedent. 
The landmark Heller decision clarified that 
individuals have the right to possess firearms for 
lawful purposes and the government couldn’t
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ban entire classes of firearms in common use. 
The Supreme Court later held in McDonald that 
the right to keep and bear arms is fully applicable 
to the states. The Bruen decision not only struck 
down New York’s “proper cause” concealed carry 
permitting scheme, it also made clear that Heller, 
in rejecting Justice Stephen Breyer’s dissent, 
did away with the unconstitutional “interest-
balancing” test that lower courts were applying 
after Heller. Bruen reinforced Heller by making 
the test for deciding Second Amendment cases 
eminently clear.

Under Bruen, the first question is whether the 
plain text of the Second Amendment covers the 
individual’s conduct prohibited by the law. If it 
does, e.g., possession of a semiautomatic rifle, 
then the conduct is presumptively protected. 
The burden then shifts to the government to 
show (step two) that the regulation, e.g., banning 
commonly owned rifles, is consistent with the 
Nation’s historical tradition of firearm regulation. 
If the government cannot meet its burden, then 
the regulation violates the Second Amendment.

History and tradition show there were no 
restrictions on commonly-owned and commonly-
used arms in 1791, when the Bill of Rights 
was adopted, or even in 1868, when the 14th 
Amendment was ratified. That was consequential 
in the recent Wolford v. Lopez and United States 
v. Hemani decisions.

There’s even more reason to be confident 
going into the Viramontes argument. In Smith 
& Wesson Brands, Inc., et al. v. Estados Unidos 
Mexicanos, the Supreme Court unanimously 
rejected Mexico’s unfounded $10 billion lawsuit 
against U.S. firearm manufacturers. Justice 
Elena Kagan, writing for the Court, said AR-15s 
are “widely legal and bought by many ordinary 
consumers” and the AR-15 “is the most popular 
rifle in the country.”

The question of whether states are violating 
the rights of their citizens by banning the sale 
of MSRs is long overdue. It should have been 
answered years ago because the answer is 

apparent. MSR bans violate constitutionally 
protected rights.

No one is getting cocky. Everyone is getting 
ready for this momentous day at the Supreme 
Court. We’re just confident that the law and 
the facts are on our side. Maybe that’s why gun 
control groups are so glum.

https://www.nssf.org/articles/why-are-gun-
control-groups-scared-of-scotus-we-couldnt-
be-more-excited/

Richard Stouder
oakridger48@msn.com

https://www.orsaonline.org/
https://www.nssf.org/articles/the-industrys-resounding-supreme-court-victory/
https://www.nssf.org/articles/why-are-gun-control-groups-scared-of-scotus-we-couldnt-be-more-excited/
https://www.nssf.org/articles/why-are-gun-control-groups-scared-of-scotus-we-couldnt-be-more-excited/
https://www.nssf.org/articles/why-are-gun-control-groups-scared-of-scotus-we-couldnt-be-more-excited/
mailto:oakridger48%40msn.com?subject=


HEALTH & SAFETY EMERGENCIES: 911

PRESIDENT: Jerry Zorsch
zorsch@highland.net ; 423-628-5471

VICE PRESIDENT: Mike Madden
mmsr@comcast.net ; 865-414-4636

 
SECRETARY: Patrick Hackett

orsasec@gmail.com ; 865-567-1574

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY: Jody Zorsch
orsamembership@gmail.com ; 423-628-5471

TREASURER: Eric Fowler
ejfowler2@gmail.com ; 865-310-3559

ROADS & GROUNDS: Bruce Moulton
bkm1953@hotmail.com ; 865-316-4285

RIFLE & PISTOL: Frank Ashby
orsariflepistol@gmail.com ; 281-723-4443

SKEET & TRAP: Larry McNamee
ataorsa@gmail.com ; 865-216-9864

ARCHERY: Don Wood
tndeerhunter117@gmail.com ; 865-435-0746

ACTION PISTOL: Byrl Adkisson
orsaidpa@comcast.net ; 865-300-6003

TRAINING OFFICER: Ed Allen
edwarddallen43@gmail.com ; 865-548-2773

EX-OFFICIO: Ed Johnson
edjohnson144@comcast.net ; 865-483-9573

ORSA HISTORIAN: Ron Raymond
knoxvilleron@gmail.com

WEBMASTER: Chris Melhorn
cjmelhorn@gmail.com ; 865-456-0602

ORSA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
NO CALLS AFTER 9:00 PM PLEASE

SEND MEMBERSHIP STATUS & CONTACT INFORMATION CHANGES TO: ORSA, PO BOX 6094, OAK RIDGE, TN 37831-6094
MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE AT JOINORSA.ORG

CLUB OFFICERS
CMP PROGRAM: Kyle Kirschenmann

865-621-5506

JUNIOR ACTIVITIES: Ed Johnson
865-483-9573

SASS: Ron Green (Uncle Ethan)
865-207-7005

NRA PRECISION PISTOL LEAGUE: Ben Valdez
865-441-0217

NRA PRECISION PISTOL EIC: Ben Valdez
865-441-0217

LONG RANGE: Thomas Colyer
precisionwelding01@comcast.net ; 865-919-5245

IDPA: Byrl Adkisson
865-300-6003

USPSA / IPSC: Paul Avery
423-836-1068

STEEL CHALLENGE: Kenneth Reesor
865-389-8877

MULTI-GUN: Douglas Pichardo
757-409-7316

SPORTING CLAYS: Cletus Mitchell
865-599-0591

SKEET: Lou Berretta
Lou@rescomcm.com ; 973-919-4232

TRAP: Don Conover
donconover1@outlook.com

THE RANGEFINDER is published monthly by the Oak Ridge Sportsmen’s Assoc. (ORSA).
ORSA is an organization of shooters, hunters, archers, fishermen and others dedicated to outdoor sports and conservation.

Send email correspondence (but NOT address changes) regarding this publication to: orsasec@gmail.com with a Subject Line: ORSA Rangefinder

If you wish to submit an article for publication, you must first submit it to the ORSA Secretary via email. 
The article will then be distributed via email to the ORSA board for approval. When the board approves the article, the author will be notified.

mailto:zorsch%40highland.net?subject=
mailto:mmsr%40comcast.net?subject=
mailto:orsasec%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:orsamembership%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:ejfowler2%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:bkm1953%40hotmail.com?subject=
mailto:orsariflepistol%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:ataorsa%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:tndeerhunter117%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:orsaidpa%40comcast.net?subject=
mailto:edwarddallen43%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:edjohnson144%40comcast.net?subject=
mailto:knoxvilleron%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:cjmelhorn%40gmail.com?subject=
http://JOINORSA.ORG
mailto:precisionwelding01%40comcast.net?subject=
mailto:Lou%40rescomcm.com?subject=
mailto:donconover1%40outlook.com?subject=
mailto:orsasec%40gmail.com?subject=

