
Range Work Rules

•	 Access to the Action Pistol range for practice requires participants to attend 
an AP Orientation session.   
Classes are held monthly at the AP building.

•	 Due to limited seating and health restrictions Walk-ins are not allowed.
•	 Use the link below to register for the AP orientation class of your choice.

https://practiscore.com/clubs/oak-ridge-sportsman-association
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Please remember that when using any of the ORSA Ranges, safety should be your number one concern. Everyone must be diligent in observing and correcting unsafe 
actions by anyone on the ranges. Also remember that you should always wear proper EYE and EAR protection regardless of whether you are shooting or just watching.

APPROXIMATELY 3000 MEMBERS

As a reminder regarding work being completed on the grounds at ORSA: 
If you are on a range shooting, or show up to a range to shoot, you are required to yield 

to anyone working on the ranges or property. This includes contractors and/or volunteers. 
Under no circumstances should you begin shooting, or continue shooting, on any range 
where a contractor or volunteer is working or shows up to perform any work activity - 

mowing, weed eating, maintenance, etc. 
HP maintenance Monday 8am-2pm and LR maintenance Monday 2pm-dusk. 

Thank you for your cooperation and abiding by this rule. -  ORSA BOD
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ORSA Website:  ORSAONLINE.ORG	 ORSA Membership Info:  JOINORSA.ORG

NEWS FROM SKEET, TRAP 
& SPORTING CLAYS

		 By the time this reaches you the skeet Fun 
leagues for this year will be ended. If you have 
not participated in one of these, you need to get 
signed up for next year. The polar bear league 
starts on January 8.
		 Skeet and Trap hours for November thru 
February will be changing. Please see the 
calendar for the new hours. 
		 October 18th, we had the Fall Sporting Clays 
Shoot. We had a full roster with 56 shooters 

participating. The high score was 89 shot by 
Paul Shell and Mark Brimer. Joe Thompson 
provided a great lunch of fried chicken with all 
the trimmings. We had several pies, cakes, and 
Pat’s brownies for dessert. 
		 Remember we are an all-volunteer club. If 
you can come out and shoot you can help. 

- Larry McNamee, President of STSC

https://practiscore.com/clubs/oak-ridge-sportsman-association
https://www.orsaonline.org/
https://www.orsaonline.org/
https://www.orsaonline.org/become-a-member/
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Ladies' Day at the Indoor Range

Starting August 22, we will have Ladies’ Day 
at the Indoor Range on Fridays from 9 a.m. to 
noon.  This is open to all women age 16 and up, 
beginner to expert.
 
For too long, many considered shooting sports 
to be a male-dominated arena. But we're here to 
tell you that's changing, and there's never been 
a better time for women to get involved.

Why Should Women Get Involved?

•	 Empowerment: Mastering a firearm 
and hitting your target is an incredibly 
empowering experience. It builds self-
assurance and a sense of capability that 
extends beyond the range.

•	 Focus and Concentration: Shooting sports 
require intense focus and mental discipline. 
It's a fantastic way to sharpen your 
concentration skills and clear your mind.

•	 Community: The shooting sports community 

is welcoming and supportive. You'll find 
opportunities to connect with like-minded 
individuals, build friendships, and learn from  
experienced shooters. Ladies’ Day is an ideal 
opportunity for us to make friends and help 
each other learn and improve at the range.

•	 Self-Defense Skills: Whether your interest 
is sport shooting or self-defense training, 
familiarity with firearms and safe gun 
handling is a valuable foundation. Anyone 
who lives in a home with firearms should 
have a basic knowledge of how to safely 
load, clear, and use the weapon if needed.

•	 It's Plain Fun! Let's be honest, hitting a 
target is satisfying! Shooting sports offer 
a unique and enjoyable way to challenge 
yourself, whether you choose to compete 
with others or simply improve your own 
score.

For more information, contact Angi Agle, 
865-272-9215 or ORSAladies@gmail.com

It’s time to start thinking of the holiday dinners we all get to attend this time of year. 
ORSA will be holding our annual dinner at the Elks Club in Oak Ridge. 

 
ORSA will provide the ham, turkey & the beverages. Please bring a dish to pass – it can be a side 

dish, salad, or dessert. We do ask that you RSVP by November 29th  so that we can be assured of 
having enough ham, turkey and beverages.

 
Please contact Ed Johnson @ 865-483-9573 to RSVP by November 29th  

 
Cash bar opens 6:00 pm 

Dinner 6:30 pm 
Location: Elks Lodge 

684 Emory Valley Rd | Oak Ridge, TN 37830

We look forward to seeing you there to swap all those gun stories from the last year!

Annual Dinner • December 3, 2025

https://www.orsaonline.org/
mailto:ORSAladies%40gmail.com?subject=
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The .22 League indoor matches are a mix of rifle and pistol events for casual and 

challenging marksmanship fun.  If you have a Rimfire Sporter rifle, any vintage of smallbore 

competition or training rifle, whether single shot or magazine fed, whether aperture 

sights or a scope, or just about any other .22LR suitable for marksmanship, we probably 

have matches for you.  Indoor rifle events will include traditional CMP/NRA-style slow fire 

smallbore rifle, CMP Rimfire Sporter (RFS), and .22 pistol matches.

Please contact Kyle Kirschenmann at orsacmpgames@gmail.com with any questions.  

Detailed match bulletins explaining the equipment, course of fire, and range procedures 

will be available on the ORSA website early this fall at https://www.orsaonline.org/match-

results/.  If you do not have a traditional single-load smallbore competition rifle, the club 

has many Winchester, Remington, and Savage military trainers you may use.  You may use 

any other .22LR single-load or magazine-fed bolt action rifle that can be safely and easily 

single-loaded.  We will have classes for aperture sights and scopes.  The club also has .22 

pistols you may borrow.  We will have classes for iron sights and red dot sights.

Indoor Range Matches, Saturdays and Sundays, 2nd weekend of the month.

13 December 2025 — Rimfire Sporter, two matches 

14 December 2025 — 3-position and standing smallbore 

10 January 2026 — .22 pistol, two matches, and 3-position smallbore 

11 January 2026 — Rimfire Sporter, two matches 

14 February 2026 — Rimfire Sporter, two matches 

15 February 2026 — 3-position and standing smallbore 

14 March 2026 — .22 pistol, two matches, and 3-position smallbore 

15 March 2026 — Rimfire Sporter, two matches 

12 December 2026 — Rimfire Sporter, two matches 

13 December 2026 — 3-position and standing smallbore

•	 Indoor Rimfire Sporter, 60-shot match, shot on the CMP 50-ft reduced RFS target 

•	 Indoor Smallbore, 60-shot slow fire match, shot on the A-17 target 

•	 .22 Pistol, 40-shot match, shot on the B-3 (50 ft) target

ORSA .22 League Indoor Range Matches

https://www.orsaonline.org/
mailto:orsacmpgames%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.orsaonline.org/match-results/
https://www.orsaonline.org/match-results/
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Since becoming President last September, I have been inundated with requests to shoot at the 
Long Range/Highpower Range (otherwise known as Charlie Smart).  As some may know, this range 
is open ONLY TO DOCUMENTED COMPETITORS for competition or practice for competitions.  
These normally fall into one of two categories: 1) NRA F-Class  or 2) Civilian Marksmanship 
Program.  Both are excellent but inherently different. An ORSA member MAY NOT simply go to the 
Highpower Range unless 1) he or she is a documented competitor or 2) accompanied by at least 
one ORSA R & P Member who is a documented competitor. 

With that background, ORSA Rifle and Pistol is pleased to offer an “Open Range Day” on 
November 8th which would allow Long Range Hunters or members who might want to experience 
Highpower and/or Long Range beyond the 200yd Benchrest Range as an endeavor they might 
want to invest time and money.  As a precursor to the event, registrants will have the opportunity 
to practice with a few of our experts at the Benchrest Range on October 25th and November 1st to 
test their equipment and ability before stepping up to the 600yd event.

The format will be as follows:

1.	 Orientation at 0800 (Clubhouse);  We will NOT hold up the Clinic for latecomers.

2.	 18 Members max. 6 Squads of three (One Shooter, One Scorer, One Pulling Targets in the Pits).  	
	 Each Squad will have a certified competitor mentoring each position on the firing line.

3.	 All shooting will be at 600-yd line.

4.	 Be prepared to bring at least 20 rounds which have been tested at 200yd;  this is not a place to 	
	 “Sight-In Your Rifle”!

5.	 You will be required to rotate as Shooter, Scorer, and Target Puller. 

6.	 Grilled Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, and Brats at the Club House! This will be a great opportunity to 	
	 network with true competitors and discuss Programs, Gear and Gadgets, Reloading, et. al.

7.	 After lunch, Volunteers will be shooting at the 600-yard line.  Participants are welcome to 	
	 watch or “Work The Pits”. This will be a great opportunity to “Watch the Experts”.

Prior to registering for this “Clinic”, it is incumbent for all to understand the following:

·	 Safety is NUMBER ONE;  You must have ECI’s, Eye, and Ear Protection.  This is mandatory.   
	 In addition, you must follow the directions of the “Match Director” with no exceptions.

·	 You must understand your equipment: ballistics, optics, and your own physical limitations.

·	 We will only provide a benchrest: You will be required to bring your own chair, shooting 		
	 accessories,  and bags as well as a mat if you chose to shoot prone.

·	 You must rotate through all three positions to make this a success.

If interested or if you have questions, please send an email to Frank Ashby, ORSA R & P President 
@ orsariflepistol@gmail.com OR via this link: https://forms.gle/azhtsJCt4kiLYS6y6. 

ORSA Rifle and Pistol "Charlie Smart Open Range Day"

https://www.orsaonline.org/
mailto:orsariflepistol%40gmail.com?subject=
https://forms.gle/azhtsJCt4kiLYS6y6
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Have you ever wondered how those members at the Benchrest, High Power and Long Range facilities shoot 
those “One-Hole” groups and compete in regional as well as national events?  There are several reasons 
but one of the most important is…. THEY ALL RELOAD!  Reloading metallic cartridges is accomplishes four 
main goals: 1) Economy: a day on any of our ranges can cost well over $200 using commercial ammunition 
depending on the amount and number of rounds 2) Accuracy: Commercial Ammunition is mass produced 
and more often than not is not tailor made for your specific firearm and/or application 3) Necessity:  There 
are many firearms in circulation , older guns both foreign and domestic, that no commercial ammunition is 
available, but yet a wealth of information is available in most reloading manuals 4) Personal fulfillment: Very 
few things in our sports and hobbies are as rewarding  as  developing those “one hole” groups, taking that 
big game at extended ranges, winning or placing in a major long range competition.

Given that background, ORSA Rifle and Pistol is proud to offer a Reloading Clinic for our members and 
immediate family: 

•	 When: Class I -  Three Sessions: Nov. 5th, Nov. 19th  and Dec. 3rd

•	 Where: ED Johnson Indoor Range
•	 Class Size: 10 Max
•	 Time: 6 – 8 PM

ORSA will provide the Presses and Materials for the purposes of instruction (.223/5.56 & .308/7.62 NATO).  
In addition, we will bring a reloading scale, case trimmer, et. al to help the participants decide on which 
equipment to order (the options are endless!) However, YOU will be required for your own Brass, Bullets, 
Powder, and Primers for your reloads as well as your own Safety Glasses (required). Here are a few websites 
to get you started:

•	 Academy Sports
•	 Bass Pro Shops
•	 Benton Shooters’ Supply (Benton, TN)
•	 Brownell’s: https://www.brownells.com/
•	 Powder Valley: https://www.powdervalley.com
•	 Mid-South Shooters Supply: https://www.midsouthshooterssupply.com/
•	 Graf and Sons: https://www.grafs.com/
•	 Midway USA: https://www.midwayusa.com/

It must be understood, Safety is the First and Foremost Priority in EVERYTHING WE DO. Reloading 
is inherently safe as long as strict adherence to published procedures and recipes in conjunction with 
safe handling of materials. For this reason, all participants must read and acknowledge a waiver taking 
responsibility for their own safety.  Furthermore, ORSA, ORSA Rifle and Pistol, and the instructors will in no 
way be responsible for any injury or damage caused through participation in this clinic OR when you are 
reloading your own at home.

YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR YOUR ON SAFETY AND RELOADING PRACTICES.

If interested, please send an email to Dave Croxton @ orsarc25@gmail.com

ORSA Rifle and Pistol Basic Rifle Reloading Clinic

https://www.orsaonline.org/
https://www.brownells.com/
https://www.powdervalley.com
https://www.midsouthshooterssupply.com/
https://www.grafs.com/
https://www.midwayusa.com/
mailto:orsarc25%40gmail.com?subject=
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Tennessee Leaders Defy Court, Fight to 
Preserve Jim Crow-Era Gun Bans

Despite a landmark court victory for 
constitutional rights, Tennessee’s top officials are 
digging in to salvage anti-gun statutes rooted in 
post-Civil War oppression. 
 
In a moment that should have signaled a decisive 
victory for Second Amendment advocates across 
Tennessee, a three-judge panel recently struck 
down two of the state’s most deeply entrenched 
restrictions on carrying firearms: the “intent to 
go armed” statute (Tennessee Code Annotated § 
39-17-1307(a)) and the “parks weapons ban”  
(§ 39-17-1311(a)). 
 
The decision—rooted in both constitutional 
principle and historical reckoning—ruled these 
statutes “unconstitutional, void and without 
effect,” according to a report by Tennessee 
Firearms Association. 
 
But rather than accept this clear 
mandate, the state’s leadership is 
doubling down, using the people’s 
own tax dollars in a campaign to 
preserve laws with origins in 19th-
century Jim Crow measures.

The court’s ruling couldn’t be clearer: 
policies that criminalize the mere 
intent to carry arms, and blanket bans on 
carrying in parks, infringe on the fundamental 
rights Tennesseans have held since the state was 
founded. 
 
As articulated by the 1871 Supreme Court of 
Tennessee in Andrews v. State, “The right to keep 
arms, necessarily involves the right to purchase 
them, to keep them in a state of efficiency for 
use…and to keep them in repair. And clearly for 
this purpose, a man would have the right to carry 
them to and from his home, and no one could 
claim that the Legislature had the right to punish 
him for it, without violating this clause of the 
Constitution.”
 
Instead of safeguarding these freedoms, 
Attorney General Jonathan Skrmetti and 
Governor Bill Lee have chosen to challenge the 

ruling in court, seeking an emergency stay to 
keep these laws on the books. 
 
Their justification is, if possible, more galling 
than the statutes themselves. In their latest 
defense, state lawyers argue, “But the decision 
below does not cure that neglect; it overcorrects. 
And in so doing it undermines other bedrock 
principles of Tennessee’s Constitution.” 
To gun owners and anyone who values 
foundational rights, this is cold comfort. The 
so-called “bedrock principles” allude to a 1796 
constitutional clause that, in truth, guarantees 
that “the free men of this State have a right to 
keep and to bear arms for their common defence 
(sic).”
 
This legal wrangling isn’t about public safety. 
Even the Attorney General’s office has conceded 
that “there are unconstitutional applications 
of these statutes.” The truth is, the appeal is 
nothing more than a deliberate effort by those 
in power to deny the people of Tennessee 

their civil liberties, channeling 
public funds into the enforcement 
of unconstitutional laws rather than 
protecting the citizens they serve. For 
those who cherish American freedoms, 
especially the Second Amendment, the 
state’s actions are nothing short of an 
outright betrayal.

The bitter irony runs even deeper. The “intent to 
go armed” statute and the parks ban trace their 
lineage to post-Civil War measures—crafted by 
Democratic shadow governments in 1870. These 
laws were designed not just to undermine the 
rights of freed black Americans, but to keep 
entire classes of citizens disarmed and powerless. 
 
As the court found, denying the right to bear 
arms to all citizens violates both constitutional 
language and the very directives the Supreme 
Court has laid down in New York State Rifle 
& Pistol Assn., Inc. v. Bruen. Specifically, if a 
gun regulation is not grounded in the nation’s 
historical tradition, it falls outside the “unqualified 
command” of the Second Amendment.
 
For years, Tennessee gun owners celebrated the 
passage of Constitutional Carry in 2021 as a 

https://www.orsaonline.org/
https://tennesseeencyclopedia.net/entries/andrews-v-state/
https://www.thetomahawk.com/news/article_e8279aad-257b-54bf-ba9a-a54f6bc08d5d.html
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resounding win. But those gains are now at 
risk, as political leaders recklessly pursue the 
preservation of unconstitutional laws. Every day 
the state spends public resources to maintain 
these laws, it sustains a legacy of civil rights 
violations.
 
Tennessee’s gun owners have every reason to be 
angry. At the end of the day, this is about more 
than gun laws. It’s about whether elected officials 
will honor the rights they swore to protect, or 
waste taxpayer money denying them.

About José Niño
José Niño is a freelance writer based in Charlotte, 
North Carolina. You can contact him via 
Facebook and X/Twitter
https://www.ammoland.com/2025/10/tennessee-
leaders-defy-court-fight-to-preserve-jim-crow-
era-gun-bans/  

NRA, Other Second Amendment Groups Target 
NFA With Yet Another Lawsuit
Mark Chesnut
 
A coalition of gun-rights organizations has 
taken another step in the effort to dismantle the 
National Firearms Act (NFA).
 
On October 9, the National Rifle Association 
(NRA), Second Amendment Foundation (SAF), 
Firearms Policy Coalition (FPC) and American 
Suppressor Association (ASA) filed another 
lawsuit challenging the 1934 law.
 
At issue is whether the law is even applicable 
now that the $200 tax on suppressors, short-
barreled rifles (SBRs), short-barreled shotguns 
(SBSs) and any other weapons (AOWs), as 
defined by the law, was removed in President 
Donald Trump’s “One Big Beautiful Bill.”
 
In the latest lawsuit, Jensen v. ATF, filed with the 
U.S. District Court for the Northern District of 
Texas, plaintiffs argue that since the tax has been 
eliminated, the NFA’s registration regime can 
no longer be justified under Congress’s taxing 
power—nor any other authority granted under 
Article I of the Constitution.

“The One Big Beautiful Bill Act (“BBB”), signed 

into law by the President on July 4, 2025, 
eliminated the making and transfer taxes 
on suppressors, short-barreled rifles, short-
barreled shotguns and NFA-defined “any 
other weapons,” while leaving the registration 
requirements intact,” the complaint states. 
“In other words, individuals no longer have to 
pay taxes for making and transferring most 
firearms under the NFA, but the firearms are 
still required to be registered and are subject 
to the ‘web of regulation’ that was designed to 
‘aid enforcement’ of the NFA’s (now-extinct) tax. 
This regulatory regime no longer comports with 
Congress’s constitutionally enumerated powers.”

FPC President Brandon Combs said the 
new lawsuit is an important one, given the 
unconstitutionality of the NFA now that the tax is 
removed.

“This critical case is another step toward ending 
the immoral and unconstitutional National 
Firearms Act,” Combs said in a news release 
announcing the lawsuit. “FPC is proud to stand 
with our allies and drive our nationwide strategy 
to dismantle this federal ban scheme. We will 
continue to fight forward until all peaceable 
people can exercise their rights when, where, and 
how they choose.”

Ultimately, plaintiffs asked the court to declare 
that the NFA’s requirements relating to making, 
transferring, receiving, possessing or otherwise 
using untaxed firearms exceed Congress’s 
enumerated powers, both facially and as-applied, 
and declare that any regulations promulgated, 
in whole or in part, under such requirements are 
unlawful.

Plaintiffs also asked the court to declare 
that such requirements and any regulations 
implementing them violate the Second 
Amendment with respect to suppressors and 
short-barreled rifles, both facially and as-
applied, and to enjoin the government from 
implementing, enforcing or otherwise acting 
under the authority of the NFA with respect 
to violations in any way predicated on failure 
to comply with the NFA’s unconstitutional 
provisions pertaining to making, transferring, 
receiving, possessing or using untaxed firearms

https://www.orsaonline.org/
https://www.ammoland.com/2025/10/tennessee-leaders-defy-court-fight-to-preserve-jim-crow-era-gun-bans/  ea9d554ceb-21033445
https://www.ammoland.com/2025/10/tennessee-leaders-defy-court-fight-to-preserve-jim-crow-era-gun-bans/  ea9d554ceb-21033445
https://www.ammoland.com/2025/10/tennessee-leaders-defy-court-fight-to-preserve-jim-crow-era-gun-bans/  ea9d554ceb-21033445
https://www.thetruthaboutguns.com/author/mark-chesnut/
https://shared.nrapvf.org/sharedmedia/1512119/2025-jensen-nfa-suit.pdf
https://www.firearmspolicy.org/fpc-backs-major-new-lawsuit-to-end-national-firearms-act
https://www.firearmspolicy.org/fpc-backs-major-new-lawsuit-to-end-national-firearms-act
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or, in the alternative, untaxed suppressors and 
short-barreled rifles.

Plaintiffs in the case include the Texas State Rifle 
Association (TSRA), FPC Action Foundation 
(FPCAF), Citizens Committee for the Right 
to Keep and Bear Arms (CCRKBA), Hot Shots 
Custom LLC and three individuals. The case 
represents the second lawsuit brought by the 
NRA, ASA, FPC and SAF challenging the NFA 
since the $200 tax on NFA items was eliminated.

https://www.thetruthaboutguns.com/gun-rights-
groups-lawsuit-to-dismantle-nfa/

The 2nd Amendment: America’s Timeless 
Equalizer for the Weak & Vulnerable

The right to keep and bear arms is not an 
outdated relic of the 18th century, as the anti-gun 
zealots want you to believe, but a safeguard of 
liberty and self-preservation.

Critics often portray the Second Amendment as 
a barrier to public safety, yet both history and 
reported weekly self-defense incidents confirm 
otherwise. The truth, when the media chooses 
to report these incidents, clearly establishes that 
our GOD-given right of self-defense remains a 
vital protection for all Americans, especially the 
weak and vulnerable who would otherwise be 
defenseless.

The Supreme Court has made clear that the 
Second Amendment protects an individual right. 
Our friend Dick Heller’s case, District of Columbia 
v. Heller (2008), in which the Court struck down 
a handgun ban and affirmed that self-defense 
lies at the very core of the right to bear arms. 
That recognition was extended to the states in 
McDonald v. Chicago (2010) and reinforced again 
in New York State Rifle & Pistol Association v. 
Bruen (2022), which held that firearm regulations 
must be consistent with America’s historical 
tradition of gun ownership. The Court recognized 
that targeted restrictions are possible, as shown 
in United States v. Rahimi (2024).

Still, it has never wavered from the principle 
that self-defense is central to the Second 
Amendment.

This understanding reflects a much older truth: 
the right to defend one’s life is God-given and 
natural, not something granted by government.

The Virginia Declaration of Rights
 
The Virginia Declaration of Rights
 
Virginia's Declaration of Rights was drawn upon by 
Thomas Jefferson for the opening paragraphs of the 
Declaration of Independence. It was widely copied by the 
other colonies and became the basis of the Bill of Rights. 
Written by George Mason, it was adopted by the Virginia 
Constitutional Convention on June 12, 1776.

A Declaration of Rights

Is made by the representatives of the good people of 
Virginia, assembled in full and free convention which 
rights do pertain to them and their posterity, as the basis 
and foundation of government.

    	     Section 13

	 That a well-regulated militia, composed of the 
	 body of the people, trained to arms, is the proper, 
	 natural, and safe defense of a free state; that standing 
	 armies, in time of peace, should be avoided as 
	 dangerous to liberty; and that in all cases the military 
	 should be under strict subordination to, and governed 
	 by, the civil power.

The Virginia Declaration of Rights Section 13

From John Locke’s writings on natural law to 
the Declaration of Independence’s recognition 
that men are “endowed by their Creator” with 
unalienable rights, the Founders understood 
that life cannot be secured without the means 
of defense. The Virginia Declaration of Rights of 
1776 directly tied the right to arms with personal 
and communal security. To disarm the people, 
in their view, would be to strip them of the very 
ability to preserve their lives and liberties.

These principles are not abstractions or the result 
of paranoia; they are seen in the lives of ordinary 
Americans who have relied on firearms to save 
themselves and others. These examples that 
the media often choose to ignore are far more 
common than reported.

•	 In 2022, a young man in Indiana stopped

https://www.orsaonline.org/
https://www.thetruthaboutguns.com/gun-rights-groups-lawsuit-to-dismantle-nfa/
https://www.thetruthaboutguns.com/gun-rights-groups-lawsuit-to-dismantle-nfa/
https://www.ammoland.com/tags/defensive-gun-use/
https://www.ammoland.com/tags/heller-decision/
https://www.ammoland.com/tags/usa-v-rahimi/
https://www.amazon.com/First-Second-Treatises-Government/dp/1537524836?&linkCode=ll1&tag=ammoland-20&linkId=870dc6a9190a71ebddf7918dc26ac111&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/virginia-declaration-of-rights
https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/virginia-declaration-of-rights
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	 a mass shooting at a mall within seconds, 		
	 preventing untold carnage. 

•	 In 2024, 85-year-old Christine Jenneiahn, 
beaten and tied up by a home invader in 
Idaho, managed to reach her revolver and 
fatally stop the attacker, saving herself and 
her disabled son. 

•	 Across the country, armed school staff and 
resource officers have done the same for 
children: in 2024 at Apalachee High School in 
Georgia, two SROs rushed toward an active 
shooter armed with a rifle and put him in 
custody within minutes, saving lives. 

•	 In 2019, at STEM School Highlands Ranch in 
Colorado, a private security guard detained a 
shooter during an attack, preventing further 
bloodshed. And in 2021, Sarasota County 
Officer Mary Thoroman calmly disarmed a 
student concealing a handgun in school, using 
training and quick judgment to prevent what 
could have become another tragedy.

 
The power of firearms is at its best in 
empowering the strong and leveling the field for 
the weak.

An elderly widow, a disabled veteran, or a 
single mother cannot hope to fight off younger, 
stronger aggressors with fists or sticks. A firearm, 
however, gives them a fighting chance. It is the 
equalizer that ensures no American is too frail, 
too old, or too outnumbered to protect their own 
life.
 
Readily available evidence supports what 
common sense makes clear. Studies by 
criminologists Gary Kleck and Marc Gertz 
estimate that Americans use firearms defensively 
more than two million times per year, usually 
without firing a shot. The simple display of a 
firearm is often enough to deter crime. John Lott 
has shown in More Guns, Less Crime that areas 
with shall-issue concealed carry laws experience 
reductions in violent crime, undermining the 
argument that more guns necessarily mean 
more violence. Even the Centers for Disease 
Control and the RAND Corporation, often cited 
by skeptics, have acknowledged that defensive 

gun uses are significant. However, estimates 
vary widely, mostly due to the underreporting 
of brandishing incidents where attacks are 
stopped without firing a shot. Recent studies 
published found that millions of Americans 
report using a firearm for self-defense at some 
point in their lives, confirming that this is not a 
rare phenomenon, but unfortunately, at times, a 
routine part of American life.
 
Critics such as Harvard’s David Hemenway argue 
that defensive gun use is exaggerated and that 
firearms cause more harm than good. But these 
claims once again do not take underreporting 
into account, since it has been established that 
many lawful gun owners do not report defensive 
incidents to police out of fear of the legal 
quagmire, which often results. They also ignore 
the comparative scale of harms: accidental 
firearm deaths, while tragic, statistically seldom 
occur, compared to the estimated hundreds of 
thousands of defensive gun uses.
 
When measured honestly and accurately, the 
benefits of lawful gun ownership far outweigh the 
costs.
 
The Second Amendment also carries practical 
implications for some of society’s most sensitive 
areas. Nowhere is this clearer than in the 
debate over armed teachers and staff. Critics 
worry about risks, but parents and educators 
understand a sobering reality: when a shooter 
enters a school, seconds count, waiting minutes 
for police is too long, and too many of our 
children die. The examples from Georgia, 
Colorado, and Florida show that armed and 
trained defenders already save lives in schools. 
Expanding armed teacher programs like FASTER 
Colorado to allow trained staff to carry is not 
reckless it is a moral imperative.

The Second Amendment matters today for the 
same reason it mattered in 1791: government 
cannot always protect you, but it should never 
prevent you from protecting yourself.

It affirms the dignity of every individual, not 
only the strong, but especially the weak and 
vulnerable. It deters criminals who must now 
wonder whether their next victim will be armed.
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It also connects us to a tradition of liberty that 
recognizes self-defense as the foundation of all 
other rights.

Far from being obsolete, the right to keep and 
bear arms is the safeguard of every American’s 
life, liberty, and security. It is the people’s 
ultimate guarantee that their most basic, God-
given right, the right to live, will never depend 
solely on the mercy of others, and will never be 
surrendered without a fight.

About Sean Maloney
Sean Maloney is a criminal defense attorney, 
co-founder of Second Call Defense, and an 
NRA-certified firearms instructor.

https://www.ammoland.com/2025/09/the-2nd-
amendment-americas-timeless-equalizer-for-the-
weak-vulnerable/ 

Richard Stouder
oakridger48@msn.com
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HEALTH & SAFETY EMERGENCIES: 911

PRESIDENT: Jerry Zorsch
zorsch@highland.net ; 423-628-5471

VICE PRESIDENT: Mike Madden
mmsr@comcast.net ; 865-414-4636

 
SECRETARY: Patrick Hackett

orsasec@gmail.com ; 865-567-1574

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY: Jody Zorsch
orsamembership@gmail.com ; 423-628-5471

TREASURER: Eric Fowler
ejfowler2@gmail.com ; 865-310-3559

ROADS & GROUNDS: Bruce Moulton
bkm1953@hotmail.com ; 865-316-4285

RIFLE & PISTOL: Frank Ashby
orsariflepistol@gmail.com ; 281-723-4443

SKEET & TRAP: Larry McNamee
ataorsa@gmail.com ; 865-216-9864

ARCHERY: Don Wood
tndeerhunter117@gmail.com ; 865-435-0746

ACTION PISTOL: Byrl Adkisson
orsaidpa@comcast.net ; 865-300-6003

TRAINING OFFICER: Ed Allen
edwarddallen43@gmail.com ; 865-548-2773

EX-OFFICIO: Ed Johnson
edjohnson144@comcast.net ; 865-483-9573

ORSA HISTORIAN: Ron Raymond
knoxvilleron@gmail.com

WEBMASTER: Chris Melhorn
cjmelhorn@gmail.com ; 865-456-0602

ORSA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
NO CALLS AFTER 9:00 PM PLEASE

SEND MEMBERSHIP STATUS & CONTACT INFORMATION CHANGES TO: ORSA, PO BOX 6094, OAK RIDGE, TN 37831-6094
MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE AT JOINORSA.ORG

CLUB OFFICERS
CMP PROGRAM: Kyle Kirschenmann

865-621-5506

JUNIOR ACTIVITIES: Ed Johnson
865-483-9573

SASS: Ron Green (Uncle Ethan)
865-207-7005

NRA PRECISION PISTOL LEAGUE: Ben Valdez
865-441-0217

NRA PRECISION PISTOL EIC: Ben Valdez
865-441-0217

LONG RANGE: Thomas Colyer
precisionwelding01@comcast.net ; 865-919-5245

IDPA: Byrl Adkisson
865-300-6003

USPSA / IPSC: Paul Avery
423-836-1068

STEEL CHALLENGE: Kenneth Reesor
865-389-8877

MULTI-GUN: Douglas Pichardo
757-409-7316

SPORTING CLAYS: Cletus Mitchell
865-599-0591

SKEET: Lou Berretta
Lou@rescomcm.com ; 973-919-4232

TRAP: Don Conover
donconover1@outlook.com
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