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Please remember that when using any of the ORSA Ranges, safety should be your number one concern. Everyone must be diligent in observing and correcting unsafe 
actions by anyone on the ranges. Also remember that you should always wear proper EYE and EAR protection regardless of whether you are shooting or just watching.

APPROXIMATELY 3000 MEMBERS

Range Work Rules

As a reminder regarding work being completed on the grounds at ORSA: 
If you are on a range shooting, or show up to a range to shoot, you are required to yield 

to anyone working on the ranges or property. This includes contractors and/or volunteers. 
Under no circumstances should you begin shooting, or continue shooting, on any range 
where a contractor or volunteer is working or shows up to perform any work activity - 

mowing, weed eating, maintenance, etc. 
HP maintenance Monday 8am-2pm and LR maintenance Monday 2pm-dusk. 

Thank you for your cooperation and abiding by this rule. -  ORSA BOD
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Pull for Our VeteransTM

14th Annual Skeet and Trap Shoot
and 9th Annual Sporting Clays 

For 14 years Pull For Our VeteransTM has worked 
very hard to raise money for veterans and their 
families.  Despite that Pull For Our Veterans is 
organized and run by ORSA members that have 
had no previous fund raising experience, we 
have been very successful.  In 2025 we were 
able to raise $14,400!  This brings the 14 year 
total to $337,439.35.  This success is due to 
our many participants, donors, sponsors, and 
volunteers.  And of course, we could not have 
accomplished this without the sponsorship of 
ORSA and the support of the Skeet and Trap 
Club.  

On 15 December, Bob Hancock representing all 
of Pull For Our Veterans, presented the check 
for $14,500 to Mike Kitchens from Smoky Mtn. 
Service Dogs.  

We were disappointed with the low number 
of shooters at last year’s event and seriously 
considered not continuing this event for 2026.  
We surveyed participants and volunteers and 
we were told resoundingly that we should 
definitely continue this for 2026.  So, look for 
the announcement for the 15th year of Pull For 
Our Veterans, probably in 
Sept.  

Please consider participating in this event in 
2026 and for supporting our well deserving 
veterans and their families.  

Richard Stouder, Col (R) U.S. Army
President
Pull For Our Veterans, Inc.

https://www.orsaonline.org/
https://www.orsaonline.org/
https://www.orsaonline.org/become-a-member/
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OAK RIDGE SPORTSMAN’S ASSOCIATION
Long Range Rifle Clinic - April 25, 2026

Introduction to Precision Shooting for New Shooters
 
Introduction
This Long Range Rifle Clinic is designed for new and 

developing shooters who want to learn the

fundamentals of precision rifle shooting. The clinic focuses 

on safety, proper equipment setup,

basic shooting skills, and an introduction to reloading 

ammunition for long-range accuracy. Our

goal is to provide a safe, supportive environment where 

shooters can build confidence,

understand their rifle system, and develop a solid 

foundation for long-range shooting.

 

No prior long-range experience is required. Instruction will 

be hands-on, structured, and paced

for beginners.

 
Safety
Safety is the highest priority during this clinic. All 

participants are required to follow range rules

and instructor commands at all times.

 
Key Safety Rules Include:
•	 Treat every firearm as if it is loaded

•	 Always keep the muzzle pointed in a safe direction

•	 Keep your finger off the trigger until ready to shoot

•	 Know your target and what is beyond it

•	 Actions open and chambers clear unless instructed 

otherwise

•	 Eye and ear protection must be worn at all times on 

the firing line

 

Any unsafe behavior may result in removal from the clinic 

without refund.

 
Requirements
Participants must bring the following:

Equipment:
•	 Bolt-action or semi-automatic rifle suitable for long-

range shooting

•	 Quality optic with adjustable elevation turret 

(recommended)

•	 Ammunition (factory or handloaded)

•	 Bipod or front support

•	 Rear bag or support

•	 Eye and ear protection

•	 Data book or notebook

•	 Weather-appropriate clothing and hydration

 
Recommended (Not Required):
•	 Ballistic app or DOPE card

•	 Sling

•	 Spotting scope or binoculars

 
Basic Skill Lessons
Instruction will focus on core fundamentals needed for 

consistent accuracy:

•	 Rifle setup and fit

•	 Scope setup and zeroing

•	 Natural point of aim

•	 Proper shooting position (prone focus)

•	 Trigger control and follow-through

•	 Breathing techniques

•	 Understanding minute of angle (MOA) and milliradian 

(MIL) adjustments

•	 Reading basic wind indicators

•	 Introduction to gathering and recording DOPE

 
Basic Reloading for Long Range Accuracy
This section provides an introductory overview of 

ammunition reloading for precision shooting.

It is educational in nature and not a substitute for full 

reloading training.

 
Topics Covered:
•	 Purpose and benefits of reloading for long range

•	 Components overview (brass, bullets, primers, 

powder)

•	 Importance of consistency and safety

•	 Basic case preparation concepts

•	 Bullet seating and overall length basics

•	 Understanding velocity spread and accuracy

•	 Safety considerations and use of published load data

 

No live reloading will be performed during the clinic.

 

The clinic will start in the club house @ 8:30 a.m.
Attendance will be limited to 30 shooters. 
We encourage you to pre-register by emailing 
precisionwelding01@comcast.net
The cost of the clinic will be $35.00

https://www.orsaonline.org/
mailto:precisionwelding01%40comcast.net?subject=


•	 Access to the Action Pistol range for practice requires participants to attend 
an AP Orientation session. Classes are held monthly at the AP building.

•	 Due to limited seating and health restrictions Walk-ins are not allowed.
•	 Use the link below to register for the AP orientation class of your choice.

https://practiscore.com/clubs/oak-ridge-sportsman-association

• • • ACTION PISTOL NEWS • • •
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Rifle and Pistol is pleased to offer, 

Ladies’ Day at the Indoor Range 

Fridays from 9 a.m. to noon 
This is open to all women age 16 and up, beginner to expert.

For too long, many considered shooting 
sports to be a male-dominated arena. 
But we're here to tell you that's changing, 
and there's never been a better time for 
women to get involved.

Why Should Women Get Involved? 

•	 Empowerment: Mastering a firearm 
and hitting your target is an incredibly 
empowering experience. It builds self-
assurance and a sense of capability 
that extends beyond the range. 

•	 Focus and Concentration: Shooting 
sports require intense focus and 
mental discipline. It's a fantastic way to 
sharpen your concentration skills and 
clear your mind. 
 

•	 Community: The shooting sports 
community is welcoming and 
supportive. You'll find opportunities to 
connect with like-minded individuals, 

build friendships, and learn from 
experienced shooters.  Ladies’ Day is 
an ideal opportunity for us to make 
friends and help each other learn and 
improve at the range. 

•	 Self-Defense Skills: Whether your 
interest is sport shooting or self-
defense training, familiarity with 
firearms and safe gun handling is a 
valuable foundation. Anyone who lives 
in a home with firearms should have a 
basic knowledge of how to safely load, 
clear, and use the weapon if needed. 

•	 It's Plain Fun! Let's be honest, hitting 
a target is satisfying! Shooting sports 
offer a unique and enjoyable way to 
challenge yourself, whether you choose 
to compete with others or simply 
improve your own score.

For more information, contact Angi Agle, 
865-272-9215 or ORSAladies@gmail.com

https://practiscore.com/clubs/oak-ridge-sportsman-association
https://www.orsaonline.org/
mailto:ORSAladies%40gmail.com?subject=
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The ORSA Rifle and Pistol Club is Pleased to Offer 
the NRA Certified Range Safety Officer Course

	 The class is open to all ORSA members who 

would like to earn this certificate and are willing 

to volunteer to serve as a RSO on the Rifle and 

Pistol Club ranges.  The class will be held on 

Saturday February 7, 2026, from 9:00 AM to 

6:00 PM.

	 Applicants for the training must agree to 

commit to working at least one four-hour RSO 

tour each month on the Indoor Range and/or on 

the four outdoor ranges near the Indoor Range. 

Depending on the number of available RSO's, an 

additional tour may occasionally be necessary 

during a month.

	 Class is limited to 20 participants on a first 

come-first served basis. Cost for the class is 

$30.00  which will include the training manual, 

and all materials. Class will also include “Stop 

the Bleed” and AED  training. Drinks are 

available at the Indoor Range.  In addition, be 

sure to bring a snack lunch and some snacks as 

it will be a long day.  Upon completion of the 

class, each participant will also receive an NRA 

RSO Course "proof of completion" from Chief 

RSO John Barone.  A copy of that proof must 

then be submitted to the NRA Training and 

Education Department, along with a $35.00 

certification fee, in order to obtain the ORSA-

required three-year NRA RSO Certification 

Card.

	 Please Dress for Indoor and Outdoor 

activities. If  late Fall is any indication of  Mid-

Winter, it will be Cold and Wet! 

	 For more information or to register please 

contact the course facilitator Doug Calvert 

at orsarsos@gmail.com  865-607-3032.  OR 

you may choose to register online:  R & P Club 

page inside the ORSA website for the official 

registration: https://www.orsaonline.org/

facilities/rifle-pistol/.  Registration closes on  

January 23, 2026.

Rimfire Basic Rifle Clinic

The ORSA Rimfire Basic Rifle Clinic, scheduled 

for March 21st, 2026 introduces fundamental 

marksmanship skills and various rifle shooting 

disciplines at the Ed T. Johnson Indoor Range. 

Completion of this clinic is a mandatory 

prerequisite for attending Highpower rifle 

clinics. Participants earn a certificate qualifying 

them to purchase surplus rifles and ammunition 

through the CMP Rifle Sales program. Attendees 

can use club .22LR rifles for $20 or bring their 

own for $10. An optional Rimfire Sporter Match 

follows the clinic for participants to apply new 

skills.

Match Bulletin with more detailed information is 

located on the ORSA website:

 

https://www.orsaonline.org/wp-content/

uploads/2026-CMP-Basic-Clinics-w_RFS.pdf 

After reviewing the match bulletin, 

individuals must RSVP to : 

David Kiefer at orsaclinic@gmail.com or  

Kyle Kirshenmann at orsa22league@gmail.com 

for match information. 

https://www.orsaonline.org/
mailto:orsarsos%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.orsaonline.org/facilities/rifle-pistol/
https://www.orsaonline.org/facilities/rifle-pistol/
https://www.orsaonline.org/wp-content/uploads/2026-CMP-Basic-Clinics-w_RFS.pdf
https://www.orsaonline.org/wp-content/uploads/2026-CMP-Basic-Clinics-w_RFS.pdf
mailto:orsaclinic%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:orsa22league%40gmail.com?subject=


              OOaakk  RRiiddggee  SSppoorrttssmmeenn’’ss  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn  ––  OORRSSAA                      

 

7/31/2025 
Ear and eye protection is required for all competitors, trap personnel and spectators on the fields. Competitors and 
Spectators assume all risks which may result from accidents. ORSA retains the right to make revisions if necessary. 

      ORSA Members’ Sporting Clays Polar Bear Shoot 
             Saturday February 14, 2026– 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM  
 
 ORSA Members Only, Limit 56 Shooters 
 100 targets, $40 Entry Fee, lunch included 
 True Pair targets – all stations 

Registration  9:30 
Shoot 10:00 
Lunch  Noon 
Prizes 1:00 

 
 
Location:

 
Prizes ~  
Lewis Class style scoring – every contestant has a chance to win prize money. 
Equal cash prizes will be awarded to the top two shooters in each of the classes.   
Classes determined by scores high to low and dividing total shooters by 4 or 5. 
Prize money will depend on the number of shooters. Ties win equal class prizes. 
You must be present to collect prize money. 
 
Pre-registration is required, first come first serve, register before February 12 
 Tournament is limited to 56 shooters.   

Submit groups together, list on back of entry form. Max group size 4 shooters 
  

 

 

To pre-register detach and return form below with a check payable to ORSA for $40 to:    
        Greg Kraft 
        613 Valley Hill Lane 
        Knoxville, TN 37922 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
ORSA Sporting Clays Tournament Registration – please print clearly. 
Name                                                                                             

Cell Phone  Shooting with a group? 
               List on back 

Email  $40 check payable to 
ORSA enclosed 

• Lunch - free to shooters. Spectators - $5.00/person  

Contacts Cletus Mitchell Greg Kraft 
E- mail orsa.skeettrap@gmail.com gnckraft@charter.net 
Phone (865) 599-0591 (865) 671-6215 

Valentine’s Day 
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A Handgun is No Longer Enough: The Evolving 
Standard for Armed Self-Defense
Ammoland Inc. Posted on October 10, 2025
 by Sean Maloney

The Sovereign Citizen and the Imminent Threat
 
The right enshrined in the Second Amendment 
was not a mere allowance for hunting or personal 
security; it was a profound constitutional 
imperative designed to ensure the survival of the 
republic.
 
Our Founding Fathers deliberately vested the 
ultimate responsibility for public safety and the 
nation’s defense in an armed, prepared citizenry 
they called the American Militia. They understood 
that the collective strength of the people, armed 
with common, readily available firearms, was the 
most resilient check against tyranny, invasion, 
and civil catastrophe.
 
As Supreme Court Justice Joseph Story stated, 
the right to keep and bear arms “has 
justly been considered as the palladium 
of the liberties of a republic; since it 
offers a strong moral check against 
the usurpation and arbitrary power of 
rulers.” Furthermore, James Madison 
argued that an armed citizenry, trained 
and ready, is “the best and most 
natural defense of a free country.” 
Their intent was clear: a free state is secured by a 
citizenry that is equipped to defend itself against 
the three distinct threats of tyranny, foreign 
invasion, and domestic unrest.
 
Today, this core mandate remains profoundly 
true, especially in the face of alarming official 
warnings. The National Counterterrorism Center 
(NCTC) recently issued a sobering advisory that 
the U.S.-designated terrorist group Al-Qaida and 
its Yemen-based affiliate (AQAP) remain intent 
on striking America. This is not a theoretical 
threat; it is a live intelligence concern.
 
This reality has been sharply articulated by law 
enforcement leaders. My local Butler County, 
Ohio, Sheriff Richard K. Jones, reflecting on 
warnings from the FBI regarding imminent 
terrorist threats, stated, “The terrorists are here… 

it is just a matter of time before they attack. 
The national government can’t take care of it 
all. There are more local police than the FBI. It 
all comes down to preparing for it.” To meet 
this level of threat, preparation must surpass 
outdated standards.
 
The Political Divide and the Call for Enhanced 
“Firepower”
 
The intelligence community’s grave warnings 
paint a picture of sophisticated, coordinated 
domestic threats that demand proportionate 
civilian capability.
 
The threats detailed in recent advisories include:
•	 Targeting Soft Sites: Explicit guidance to local 

authorities to deploy visible law enforcement 
at soft targets like sporting events and 
concerts.

•	 Targeting Infrastructure: Reports citing 
sources that terrorists have scouted medical 
facilities in major cities (including New 

York, Chicago, and Los Angeles) to 
cripple trauma centers and compound 
casualties.
•	 Impersonation and Secondary 
Attacks: Warnings that terrorists plan 
to acquire police and EMT uniforms to 
impersonate first responders, allowing 
them to redirect panicked crowds and 
launch secondary strikes.

 
It is against this terrifying backdrop of 
coordinated, high casualty terrorism attacks, 
designed to defeat existing security and cripple 
emergency services, that, in my view, will 
certainly be attacked.  (My recommendation:  
Read “The Attack” by Kurt Schlichter.  It is 
a scary, fictional tale of how a nation-wide, 
coordinated attack in America could occur.)

As some scream for gun control, I advocate for 
more guns and more “firepower” in the hands 
of trained, law-abiding citizens. I stand by the 
Founders’ logic: escalating threats require 
a proportionate response, and the time for 
minimizing our effective defensive capability is 
over.

For decades, the handgun stood as the

https://www.orsaonline.org/
https://www.ammoland.com/2025/10/handgun-is-no-longer-enough-evolving-armed-self-defense/
https://www.ammoland.com/author/smaloney/
https://www.ammoland.com/2024/10/the-heritage-of-american-militias/
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undisputed standard for the armed civilian. 
Its concealability and simplicity made it the 
go-to tool. However, with the rise of threats 
requiring rifle-level engagement, the handgun 
has moved from being the standard for a 
civilian armed citizen to being viewed as the 
minimum effective tool for defense. Sheriff Jones 
himself demonstrated this shift by immediately 
equipping all his department’s cruisers with rifles 
and “go bags” in response to terror warnings. 
We, as armed defenders of freedom, must do the 
same.

The prepared citizen must now acknowledge the 
limitations of a handgun and understand when 
and why a long gun, or specifically, a compact 
AR-style platform is a necessary component 
of comprehensive preparedness to uphold the 
Founders’ vision.

The Limitations of the Handgun in Modern 
Threats

The escalating scale of mass violence and 
terrorism quickly exposes the handgun’s inherent 
limitations, demanding a proportionate response 
from the citizen defender:

This outlines three major limitations of the 
handgun when compared to the rifle-caliber 
threats encountered in modern, high-intensity 
scenarios:
•	 Weapon Disparity/Armor: Standard handgun 

calibers are ineffective against rifle-rated 
body armor, which is a likely component of 
coordinated terror attacks; conversely, rifle-
caliber rounds are required for any chance to 
defeat or penetrate common levels of armor. 
A rifle versus armor is your best response.

•	 Range and Accuracy: A handgun’s effective 
range suffers drastically beyond 20-30 yards, 
while active shooters can engage accurately 
at much greater distances with rifle platforms 
that are easier to shoot accurately under 
stress.

•	 Engagement Duration: The handgun’s low 
capacity (typically 6 -17 rounds) and frequent 
reloads limit sustained defense, whereas a 
30-round rifle magazine offers a decisive 
advantage in managing the prolonged 
engagements required for a sustained terror 

attack. This comparison leads directly to the 
necessity of the AR Pistol platform.

 
The AR-Style Pistol: The Necessary Force 
Multiplier.
 
The AR-style pistol is the critical bridge between 
the concealability of a pistol and the power of 
a rifle, providing a Personal Defense Weapon 
capability where a handgun is inadequate:
 
Close-Quarters Dominance and Home Defense
 
The compact nature of the AR pistol excels 
where a full-size rifle is unwieldy:
•	 Maneuverability: Its shorter overall length 

(often 18-25 inches) allows for rapid, safe 
movement in the tight confines of a home, 
apartment, or vehicle.

•	 Superior Control: Like any long gun, the AR 
pistol provides multiple points of contact – 
stock to shoulder, cheek to comb, front hand 
on handguard, and hand to grip – providing 
a significantly more stable shooting platform 
than a handgun that provides only one or two 
points of contact (your hands). An AR pistol 
retains the stable shooting platform of a long 
gun and the inherent low recoil of the AR 
design, enabling better accuracy and faster 
follow-up shots than a handgun.

•	 Lethality and Safety (Ammunition 
Dependent): Rifle-caliber rounds (commonly 
the Remington .223 in the case of the AR-
15 platform), when using specific defensive 
ammunition (like hollow point, soft-point, 
or polymer-tipped rounds), often fragment 
or tumble upon hitting drywall, counter-
intuitively losing energy faster than some 
slower handgun rounds, which can punch 
through multiple interior walls.

 
However, users must be aware that military-
style Full Metal Jacket (FMJ) ammunition for the 
.223 caliber will still easily pierce several interior 
sheets of drywall and retain enough energy 
to cause serious bodily harm or death, and 
poses a higher over-penetration risk. Therefore, 
choosing ammunition specific to your defensive 
environment is paramount.

https://www.orsaonline.org/
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Vehicle and Mobile Readiness
 
The AR pistol is essential for mobility and 
readiness in uncertain environments:
•	 Concealed Carry Under Law: Classified as a 

“pistol” in many jurisdictions, it can often be 
carried under existing concealed carry laws, 
allowing for accessible storage in a vehicle 
or backpack where a rifle would be illegal or 
impractical.

•	 Vehicle Readiness: It can be securely and 
discreetly stored, providing paramount speed 
of deployment during a vehicle-based threat. 
Be sure to know local vehicle storage laws, 
especially in areas where you are unfamiliar.

 
The New Tiered Approach to Self-Defense
 
Fulfilling the Founder’s expectations requires 
the armed American citizen to adopt a tiered 
approach to address the full spectrum of modern 
threats:
 
This presents a two-tiered approach to self-
defense tools, outlining their primary roles and 
advantages over a standard handgun.
 
The Concealed Pistol serves as Tier 1, focused 
on daily personal defense against close-range, 
immediate threats. Its primary advantage over 
other options is its constant, legal accessibility 
and discreet carry capability.
 
The Defensive Carbine or AR Pistol is 
categorized as Tier 2, designed for home/
community defense and as a response to mass 
attack or terrorism scenarios. Its advantages 
over a standard handgun include superior range, 
capacity, terminal ballistics, and the fact that 
the AR pistol version can be legally concealed in 
many jurisdictions.
 
The AR-style pistol provides rifle-level 
performance and high capacity in a compact 
package that fulfills the constitutional mandate 
to be equipped for the worst-case scenario. 
The handgun is no longer the standard but the 
starting point for armed preparedness. The 
ultimate defense of liberty and security still rests 
with the citizenry, and the tools and ammunition 
must evolve to meet the threats of the day.

The time is now; be prepared.
 
About Sean Maloney.
Sean Maloney is a criminal defense attorney, 
co-founder of Second Call Defense, and an NRA-
certified firearms instructor
https://www.ammoland.com/2025/10/handgun-
is-no-longer-enough-evolving-armed-self-
defense/

Bill Lee and Jonathan Skrmetti’s Appellate Brief 
in Hughes v. Lee Reveals Disdain for Unanimous 
Trial Court Ruling
Posted on January 6, 2026  
 
On January 6, 2026, Bill Lee and Jonathan 
Skrmetti, in their respective official capacities, 
filed their brief with the Tennessee Court of 
Appeals in their appeal of the unanimous three-
judge trial court ruling in Hughes et al. v. Lee, 
et al. The state’s brief shows the state cannot 
defend Tennessee’s gun-carry statutes as written.
 
Rather than engage the unanimous three-judge 
ruling, the state accuses the trial court panel of 
“ignoring precedent” (p. 43) and claims the court 
was “slaying a straw man” (pp. 39, 50). That 
rhetoric substitutes ridicule for constitutional 
analysis.
 
The state’s core argument appears to rely 
on an imaginary statute where it asserts that 
Tennessee’s “going armed” statute targets only 
“offensive” or “terrorizing” conduct (pp. 17–19, 
44–52, 54). But Tennessee courts have long held 
that “intent to go armed” includes defensive 
readiness, that is the law expressly criminalizes 
ordinary self-defense carry. In essence, the state 
asks the appellate court to judge a statute that 
Tennessee never enacted.

The state’s brief also concedes that prosecutors 
“should hesitate” before applying the statute 
to peaceful self-defense carry (p. 13), while 
still insisting the law is constitutional. But, 
constitutional rights do not depend on 
prosecutorial restraint and unconstitutional 
laws cannot be salvaged by claiming that some 
prosecutors may refuse to enforce them.

Unable to meet its burden under Supreme Court

https://www.orsaonline.org/
https://www.ammoland.com/2025/10/handgun-is-no-longer-enough-evolving-armed-self-defense/
https://www.ammoland.com/2025/10/handgun-is-no-longer-enough-evolving-armed-self-defense/
https://www.ammoland.com/2025/10/handgun-is-no-longer-enough-evolving-armed-self-defense/
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precedent, the state also cherry-picks history 
and labels broad public spaces like parks and 
forests as “sensitive places” (pp. 44–52), a 
theory that would erase the right to bear arms 
almost everywhere in at least East Tennessee. 
Most tellingly, the state admits the guns-in-
parks statute is “long overdue for a legislative 
tune-up” (p. 66). But, courts do not “tune up” 
unconstitutional laws; they invalidate them as the 
three-judge panel did.
 
Bottom line: The state’s own brief confirms 
the trial court was right. Tennessee’s gun-carry 
statutes criminalize ordinary self-defense and for 
that reason the trial court was right.

What can you do and, perhaps more importantly, 
what must Legislators do to honor their oaths of 
office?
 
What Legislators Must Do This Session?
•	 Repeal the “going armed” statute and thereby 

remove the unconstitutional criminalization of 
ordinary self-defense carry.

•	 Eliminate overbroad location bans that label 
vast public spaces as “sensitive places” with 
no historical basis.

•	 Codify clear, constitutional standards to 
restrict and prohibit government officials 
from exercising any authority to stop, detain, 
question or even arrest citizens for exercising 
a fundamental, constitutionally protected 
right.

 
Your Action Matters — Right Now
•	 Call your State Senator and Representative 

and demand immediate repeals and reforms 
of state law. If you do not know who your 
legislators are you can use the Legislature’s 
“find my legislator” tool.

•	 Ask candidates where they stand on repealing 
unconstitutional carry restrictions. Get 
specific responses to the “intent to go armed” 
statute, the parks statute and other statutes 
that create gun-free zones. It is critical to 
document these promises in writing and/or 
with video recordings.

•	 Tell Legislative Leadership including Speaker 
Cameron Sexton and Lt. Governor Randy 
McNally to stop defending broken laws and 
start fixing them.

•	 Tell Bill Lee and Jonathan Skrmetti to drop 
the appeal. Each of them took an oath of 
office to defend your constitutional rights so 
why are they openly attacking them.

•	 Make sure Tennessee’s next governor is 
someone who has a history of and will 
commit in writing as a candidate to specific 
actions that they will take to repeal the intent 
to go armed law, the parks statute and all 
other statutes that even minimally impair the 
rights protected by the Second Amendment. 
If a candidate cannot affirmatively commit 
to protect your constitutional rights they are 
simply unfit for office.

Remember – this is an election year. Legislators 
and candidates must choose: Defend the 
Constitution—or defend laws everyone knows are 
broken.
 
https://tennesseefirearms.com/2026/01/bill-
lee-and-jonathan-skrmettis-appellate-brief-in-
hughes-v-lee-reveals-disdain-for-unanimous-
trial-court-ruling/
 
Empowering Survivors: How National 
Constitutional Carry Protects Vulnerable 
Americans
By Kerry Slone | 3:31 PM | December 17, 2025

In January 2025, Congressman Thomas Massie 
(R-KY) introduced H.R. 645, the National 
Constitutional Carry Act, which upholds the 
Second Amendment by preventing states and 
local governments from imposing firearm carry 
restrictions contrary to federal standards. If 
enacted, it will allow all Americans who can 
legally own firearms to carry them concealed in 
public nationwide, without needing state-issued 
permits, fees, or additional requirements.

As of today, 29 states already embrace 
constitutional carry. This personal liberty enables 
millions of responsible Americans to exercise 
their right to self-protection without unnecessary 
government hurdles. Unfortunately, the 
remaining 21 States continue to maintain various 
permit systems. These infringements include 
fees, training mandates, and processing delays; 
however, Representative Massie’s bill aims to 
create uniformity. It ensures that the fundamental
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right to keep and bear arms for self-defense is 
respected across the country.

Beyond its broad support for Second 
Amendment rights, this legislation is critical 
for survivors of sexual assault, stalking, and 
domestic violence. These individuals often face 
elevated personal safety concerns and benefit 
greatly from reliable means of self-defense.  
After prioritizing safety and relocation, financial 
resources may be limited, making permit fees, 
sometimes $50 to over $200, plus costs for 
required training classes a significant barrier. 
Additionally, limited availability of application 
sites, fingerprinting locations and class 
schedules, combined with potential wait times 
of weeks or months, can delay access to self-
protection tools during periods when they are 
needed most.

National constitutional carry streamlines this 
process for eligible individuals and allows 
ALL law-abiding Americans to exercise their 
inalienable right of self-defense.  

Federal prohibitions would continue to apply, 
preventing access for those with felony 
convictions, certain domestic violence restraining 
orders, or other disqualifying factors. For 
qualified survivors; however, this approach 
provides timely and equitable access to an 
effective self-defense tool. Those rebuilding 
their lives will have the ability to carry discreetly, 
whether commuting, running errands, or caring 
for family, and allows them to focus on healing 
and independence. 

Firearms serve as a proven equalizer in self-
defense scenarios. Responsible armed citizens, 
including current  permit holders and those in 
constitutional carry states, demonstrate high 
levels of lawfulness. Defensive gun uses occur 
regularly, often resolving threats without shots 
fired, simply by shifting the balance of power. 
States with permitless carry report enhanced 
feelings of security with no corresponding 
statistical increase in misuse.

H.R. 645 aligns directly with the Supreme Court’s 
2022 Bruen decision, which affirmed public carry 
as a core Second Amendment tenet rooted in 

historical tradition. National constitutional carry 
extends this protection uniformly, recognizing 
self-defense as a fundamental need, especially 
for those who have faced threats in the past. 
The bill has earned support from organizations 
like Gun Owners of America and the National 
Association for Gun Rights. 

As the bill states, its purpose is “to enforce the 
rights protected by the Second and Fourteenth 
Amendments against the States.” All Americans 
who value personal safety and constitutional 
rights should engage with this issue.  While it 
advances through Congress, broader awareness 
of its benefits can build momentum. Contact 
your Representatives and Senators to express 
support for H.R. 645. Highlight its role in 
upholding freedoms while providing practical 
protection for survivors who deserve every tool 
to safeguard their future.

In an era where personal security matters deeply, 
national constitutional carry represents a positive 
step forward. It empowers law-abiding citizens, 
including survivors, to defend themselves 
effectively and confidently. The safety and well-
being of countless individuals stand to gain from 
its passage.
 
Kerry Slone is the founder of the non-profit We 
The Female, whose mission is to arm women with 
education, confidence and self-defense.
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