
Attention Muzzleloader Enthusiasts
The ORSA Black Powder League is making some changes, we are taking the summer off. 

Starting in September we will resume on Saturday mornings. Our dates are as follows: 

10:00 a.m. on the competition range - September 26, October 24, and November 24.
We will shoot 4 flights of 5 rounds each at assorted National Muzzle Loading Rifle 

Association targets. We will be using both traditional muzzle loaders as well as 

modern in line weapons. We hope you can join us. 

For more information, please contact John Barone at johnnyb19@me.com
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Please remember that when using any of the ORSA Ranges, safety should be your number one concern. Everyone must be diligent in observing and correcting unsafe 
actions by anyone on the ranges. Also remember that you should always wear proper EYE and EAR protection regardless of whether you are shooting or just watching.

APPROXIMATELY 3000 MEMBERS

Range Work Rules
As a reminder regarding work being completed on the grounds at ORSA: 

If you are on a range shooting, or show up to a range to shoot, you are required to yield 

to anyone working on the ranges or property. This includes contractors and/or volunteers. 

Under no circumstances should you begin shooting, or continue shooting, on any range 

where a contractor or volunteer is working or shows up to perform any work activity - 

mowing, weed eating, maintenance, etc. 

HP maintenance Monday 8am-2pm and LR maintenance Monday 2pm-dusk. 

Thank you for your cooperation and abiding by this rule. -  ORSA BOD
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ORSA Elections

	 It’s time for our biennial elections for the 

ORSA board of directors. 

	 Have you ever considered running for office 

on the ORSA board? If interested now is the 

time to think about it and get your biography in. 

Every 2 years we have elections for the at-large 

positions: President, Vice-President, Secretary, 

Roads & Grounds, Treasurer, Training Officer 

and Membership Secretary. All positions are 

volunteer and the monthly board meetings are 

held the 1st Wednesday of every month.

	 To run for office, you must be a member 

in good standing for a minimum of 3 years. 

You will need to submit your biography to the 

club secretary PRIOR to September 1, 2026. 

Biographies received after this date will not be 

considered. You can email the biography to 

Patrick Hackett @ orsasec@gmail.com

mailto:johnnyb19%40me.com?subject=
https://www.orsaonline.org/
https://www.orsaonline.org/
https://www.orsaonline.org/become-a-member/
mailto:orsasec%40gmail.com?subject=
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Pull for Our Veterans™
15th Annual Skeet and Trap Shoot

and 10th Annual Sporting Clays

Date:		  September 19, 2026
Location:	 Oak Ridge Sportsmen’s Association
			   2625 Oak Ridge Turnpike
			   Oak Ridge, TN  37830	        	
                    
September 19 (Saturday) Flight 1 and 2	
			   Registration/check-in at ORSA Clubhouse	
			   Opening Ceremony		
			   Flight 1 (skeet and trap)	
			   Lunch provided at Sporting Clays for both events
			   Registration/check-in  – ORSA Sporting Clays (Gum Hollow Rd)	
			   Flight 2 (sporting clays)	

September 19, 2026:  Skeet and Trap Shoot - 25 skeet, 25 wobble trap, 25 trap and 25 skeet 
doubles.  Sporting clays 100 targets at the ORSA Sporting Clays course off Gum Hollow Road 
(across from Oak Ridge Country Club).

You do not need to be experienced in skeet, trap, or sporting clays. This is a great way for 
PATRIOTS to support veterans and have a lot of fun shooting exciting targets.  All fees from the 
shoot will go to the Pull For Our Veterans charity of choice.

Entry fee:  Skeet and Trap $105. Entry fee includes lunch on Saturday.  Limit of 20 shooters per 
flight 1 (if registering as a group, 5 shooters  per squad maximum).

Entry Fee:  Sporting clays $105.  Entry fee includes 100 sporting clays targets.  Limit of 52 
shooters per flight (if registering as a group, 4 shooters per squad maximum).  

On-line registration available at 15pfov.eventzilla.net.  Payments are on-line only.

For more information:
Website: www.pfov.org

Email:  oakridger48@msn.com
Contact:  Col(R) Richard Stouder, (865) 310-8010

8:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

10:00 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
1:00 p.m.
2:00 p.m.

https://www.orsaonline.org/
http://15pfov.eventzilla.net
http://www.pfov.org
mailto:oakridger48%40msn.com?subject=


•	 Access to the Action Pistol range for practice requires participants to attend 
an AP Orientation session. Classes are held monthly at the AP building.

•	 Due to limited seating and health restrictions Walk-ins are not allowed.
•	 Use the link below to register for the AP orientation class of your choice.

https://practiscore.com/clubs/oak-ridge-sportsman-association

• • • ACTION PISTOL NEWS • • •
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Rifle and Pistol is pleased to offer, 

Ladies’ Day at the Indoor Range 

Fridays from 9 a.m. to noon 
This is open to all women age 16 and up, beginner to expert.

For too long, many considered shooting 

sports to be a male-dominated arena. But 

we're here to tell you that's changing, and 

there's never been a better time for women 

to get involved.

Why Should Women Get Involved? 

•	 Empowerment: Mastering a firearm 

and hitting your target is an incredibly 

empowering experience. It builds self-

assurance and a sense of capability that 

extends beyond the range. 

•	 Focus and Concentration: Shooting 

sports require intense focus and mental 

discipline. It's a fantastic way to sharpen 

your concentration skills and clear your 

mind. 

 

•	 Community: The shooting sports 

community is welcoming and supportive. 

You'll find opportunities to connect with 

like-minded individuals, build friendships, 

and learn from experienced shooters.  

Ladies’ Day is an ideal opportunity for us 

to make friends and help each other learn 

and improve at the range. 

•	 Self-Defense Skills: Whether your interest 

is sport shooting or self-defense training, 

familiarity with firearms and safe gun 

handling is a valuable foundation. Anyone 

who lives in a home with firearms should 

have a basic knowledge of how to safely 

load, clear, and use the weapon if needed. 

•	 It's Plain Fun! Let's be honest, hitting a 

target is satisfying! Shooting sports offer 

a unique and enjoyable way to challenge 

yourself, whether you choose to compete 

with others or simply improve your own 

score.

For more information, contact Angi Agle, 
865-272-9215 or ORSAladies@gmail.com

https://practiscore.com/clubs/oak-ridge-sportsman-association
https://www.orsaonline.org/
mailto:ORSAladies%40gmail.com?subject=
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Part 2 of What is the CMP:  The Decision

	 In part one of “What is the CMP”, we 
outlined how the Army’s Department of Civilian 
Marksmanship (DCM) ran the National Matches 
up to 1967, after which it was run by the NRA, 
and then how DCM gave way to the Civilian 
Marksmanship Program in 1996 and the impacts 
of that federal funding decision.  From 1996 
to 2016, the National Matches were run as a 
“joint venture” between the CMP and NRA, with 
the NRA awarding trophies for NRA National 
Championships, and the CMP responsible for 
National Trophy Matches, a small but important 
distinction. In this part, we’ll talk about what 
happened in 2016.
	 Up to this point, the main topic has been, 
“who is responsible for the conduct of the 
National Matches” with all the trophies, 
championship titles, etc…. What has not been 
mentioned is what organization sponsored 
matches across the United States, and at clubs 
like ORSA.  That is quite simple, it was the 
National Rifle Association.  The NRA’s role after 
World War II, can’t be understated. Before we 
get to the 2016 decision that split the CMP and 
NRA’s running of the National Matches, let’s 
lay more groundwork on what average rifle 
competitors saw at ORSA.
	 After World War II, a pattern started to 
emerge as to what kind of rifles were shot at 
local matches.  Surplus M1 Garands sold by the 
DCM and CMP became the “entry level” rifle 
for shooting an “Across The Course” match at 
200/300/600 yards because they were cheap, 
and surplus ammo from the DCM could be 
obtained well into the 2000’s. M1s were not 
the only rifle at an Across the Course Match, 
but there were plenty of bolt action magazine 
fed rifles such as accurized M1903 Springfields, 
or other “match rifles” that were used for their 
inherent accuracy.  Long range matches shot 
at 800/900/1000 yard were exclusive to bolt 
action rifles.  
	 While not exclusively applicable to everyone, 
another pattern began to emerge: shooters who 
started with a surplus M1 quickly discovered 

their accuracy limitations at 300 and 600 yards. 
This often led them to seek out military‑trained 
armorers to accurize the rifle. At that point, 
many competitive shooters asked themselves 
whether they wanted to stay within the “service 
rifle” category to pursue National Trophy Match 
and Distinguished Rifleman awards or move 
to a bolt‑action match rifle and compete in the 
NRA National Championship Awards program.  
Each program (DCM/NRA) typically had a 
classification such as the Federally Recognized 
“Distinguished Rifleman” and the NRA 
Classifications of “Expert/Master/High-Master”.
	 As mentioned in last month’s “Part 1,” in 
the 2000s the CMP’s role grew with increased 
funding, and the CMP began offering more 
types of matches to boost participation. The 
M1 Garands that used to be entry‑level rifles for 
Across‑the‑Course matches were now being 
used in the newer CMP Games Matches, where 
vintage—mostly U.S. Army—rifles were fired 
at 200 yards, and special accurizing wasn’t 
necessary to be competitive.
	 Another point that’s often overlooked is that 
in the early 1990s and 2000s, the civilian AR‑15 
began its rapid adoption within the highpower 
community. Its first notable appearance as a 
competitive rifle occurred during Big Ed’s Rifle 
Tournament at ORSA in 1994 (or possibly 1995). 
Prior to that, the dominant service rifle was the 
M‑14/M‑1A, which required extensive accurizing 
by skilled military armorers to reach peak 
performance.
	 Unbeknownst to competitors at the time, the 
Commander of the U.S. Army Marksmanship 
Unit (AMU) had decided that the AMU would 
transition to the M16/AR‑15 platform, since 
the M16 was the Army’s issued service rifle. 
Continuing to compete with a rifle no longer 
in service was seen as disingenuous. Once 
AMU armorers determined what modifications 
were needed and completed testing at Fort 
Benning, the AMU arrived at ORSA’s Big Ed Rifle 
Tournament and began shooting the matches 
with the AR‑15.

https://www.orsaonline.org/
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	 The reaction was immediate. Many 
competitors were stunned, and AMU shooters 
were openly mocked by the Marine Shooting 
Team—as expected. The laughing stopped after 
the first match, and by the end of the weekend, 
most of those who ridiculed the “plastic gun,” 
especially the Marines, had their foot firmly 
in their mouth. The AMU began using the 
AR platform with half the team in 1994 and 
converted the rest in 1995 after seeing the higher 
scores.
	 Another ORSA connection came when 
Knoxville native SFC John Chubb (and current 
ORSA member) won the President’s 100 in his 
first year with the AMU, shooting the AR in 
1995 and tying the previous high-score record. 
Once the AMU started dominating with the AR, 
other military teams gradually followed suit, 
proving that the AR platform was fully viable as a 
competitive rifle.
	 While the technical details behind its 
accuracy are beyond the scope of this article, 
the key takeaway is that the AR‑15 could be 
highly accurized using mail‑order parts, basic 
mechanical skills, and common tools. With the 
right components and ammunition, a shooter 
with slightly above‑average mechanical ability 
and good attention to detail could assemble 
a rifle capable of competing at the national 
level. This shift led many highpower shooters to 
become increasingly “service rifle” focused.
	 With that groundwork covered, what your 
average rifle shooter saw from the late 1960’s to 
the 2010’s was most local rifle matches, including 
ORSA, were sanctioned by the NRA, and 
culminated each year at Camp Perry where the 
National High Power Rifle Championships were 
held, along with the DCM/CMP’s National Trophy 
Matches. By the time the NRA High Power Rifle 
Committee met in 2016, the separation between 
CMP and NRA responsibilities at Camp Perry was 
no longer theoretical—it was fully operational.
	 From the competitor’s perspective, the 
National Matches still appeared as a single event, 
but administratively and structurally, the matches 
had already been divided into two distinct 
segments.
	 By 2016, responsibilities had effectively split 

as follows:
 
CMP-Controlled Matches and Titles
•	 President’s Rifle Match (President’s Hundred/

P100)
•	 National Trophy Individual (NTI)
•	 National Trophy Team (NTT)
•	 National Trophy Infantry Team (NTIT, “Rattle 

Battle”)
•	 Excellence-in-Competition (EIC) “Leg 

Matches” to become “Distinguished Rifleman”
•	 CMP “Games” matches (Garand, Springfield, 

Vintage Sniper, etc.)

	 These matches trace directly back to the 
original “War Department-era competitions”, 
and importantly These are the matches tied 
to Distinguished Rifleman points and federal 
marksmanship recognition. CMP also controlled 
the registration for these matches, Range 
operations, Awards programs for National 
Trophy events

NRA-Controlled Matches and Titles
The NRA retained control over the National High 
Power Rifle Championships which included:
•	 Across-the-Course (XTC) Championship
•	 National High Power Rifle Champion Title
•	 Mid-Range Championships
•	 Long Range Championships
•	 Palma and Team events under NRA sanction
 
	 These championships represent the 
“traditional competitive pinnacle” of civilian high 
power rifle shooting; Titles historically associated 
with NRA governance rather than federal 
marksmanship programs, some of which even 
predated the formation of the Department of 
Civilian Marksmanship in 1903.

Why This Division Mattered
	 This separation created a situation where 
the CMP controlled the historic and federally 
rooted matches, the early and mid-phase of the 
Camp Perry schedule.  The NRA controlled the 
culminating championship events that occurred 
at the latter portion of the season. But critically, 
the NRA no longer controlled the full pipeline of

https://www.orsaonline.org/
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competition leading into its own championship. 
Not mentioned until now, the NRA budgets 
for competitive shooting began shrinking, and 
the ability to provide financial support for the 
personnel became a problem for the NRA.
	 The growing shift in competitor identity 
towards “service rifle and CMP pathways—EIC 
badges, President’s 100, and the expanding 
CMP Games program—gradually reshaped both 
the operational and cultural landscape of high 
power competition, leaving the NRA National 
Championships as a follow‑on event rather than 
the centerpiece of a unified system.
	 This evolution collided with the NRA’s legacy 
operating model, which required staff to be 
deployed for nearly two months to manage full 
match execution, infrastructure, and competitor 
services, even as more of that calendar space 
was now controlled by CMP events. By 2016, 
NRA personnel were incurring full costs while 
remaining idle for portions of the schedule, at 
the same time, NRA budgets were tightening 
and CMP’s independently funded programs 
continued to grow. Leadership attempted to 
compress the schedule, reduce overlap, and 
improve cost efficiency, but no agreement 
resolved the fundamental imbalance between 
who controlled the calendar and who bore the 
operational burden. 
	 When NRA’s High Power Rifle Committee 
met in 2016, they evaluated four options—
remaining at Camp Perry, or relocating to three 
other locations, each with its own tradeoffs 
in travel, infrastructure, climate, and logistical 
independence. Camp Atterbury ultimately 
emerged as the most practical choice, offering 
modern facilities, manageable travel for most 
competitors, and, most importantly, the ability 
for NRA to regain full control of its championship 
schedule, reduce staff deployment time, and 
align resources directly with match activity. In 
the end, it provided the operational control and 
financial predictability that Camp Perry could no 
longer support.
	 That 2016 decision split the sanctioning 
organizations—NRA and DCM/CMP—which had 
appeared unified since 1903.

	 Next month, the final installment of “What 
is the CMP”, we’ll ask the question: “How’s that 
working for you?"

https://www.orsaonline.org/
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Tennessee Fights to Revive “Going Armed” Law 
After Court Rules It Unconstitutional
Ammoland Inc. Posted on June 28, 2026  
by Dean Weingarten

Tennessee’s attempt to revive two gun-control 
statutes moved to the Court of Appeals on June 
23, 2026, as judges heard argument in Stephen 
L. Hughes, et al. v. Bill Lee, et al., a major right-to-
carry case challenging the state’s “Going Armed” 
law and its ban on carrying firearms in many 
public recreational areas.

The case stems from a ruling by a special three-
judge Chancery Court panel that declared Tenn. 
Code Ann. § 39-17-1307(a)(1), the state’s “Going 
Armed” statute, and Tenn. Code Ann. § 39-17-
1311(a), the Parks Statute, unconstitutional, void, 
and of no effect.

At issue is whether Tennessee can continue 
treating ordinary public carry as a criminal 
offense under a vague “intent to go 
armed” theory, and whether the state 
can broadly prohibit carry across 
large areas of public land. For gun 
owners, the case is about far more 
than technical statutory language. It 
is about whether Tennessee’s carry 
laws can survive the Supreme Court’s 
modern Second Amendment test after Heller, 
Bruen, and Rahimi.

The laws are leftovers from the Reconstruction 
era, when they were designed to keep freed 
slaves and other disfavored groups disarmed.  
Here is a link to a copy of the order of the three 
judge panel.

Three-Judge Panel Ruled the Statutes 
Unconstitutional

The case was filed as a civil lawsuit challenging 
the constitutionality of the two statutes. The case 
was referred from the Chancery Court in Gibson 
County. Chancery Courts in Tennessee are 
equity courts. They do not hear criminal cases. 
The Gibson County Court referred the case to 

the Tennessee Supreme Court, which created a 
three judge panel Chancery Court, as required 
by Tennessee law, specifically to hear civil cases 
challenging the constitutionality of Tennessee 
statutes.

The Supreme Court created the three judge 
panel to hear the case in accordance with 
Rule 54, as meeting the requirements of a civil 
challenge that:
 
(1) challenges the constitutionality of a state 
statute, including a statute that apportions or 
redistricts state legislative or congressional 
districts; or an executive order; or an 
administrative rule or regulation; and
 
(2) includes a claim for declaratory judgment or 
injunctive relief;
 
The three judge Chancery Court, created by 
the Supreme Court, held for the plaintiffs the 

challenged statutes were facially invalid. 
They infringed on rights protected by 
the Second Amendment. From the last 
page of the opinion:
 
“For the foregoing reasons, Plaintiffs’ 
Motion for Summary Judgment is 
GRANTED, and Defendants’ Motion 

for Summary Judgment is DENIED. As a result, 
the Going Armed Statute, Tenn. Code Ann.§ 39 
J7-l307(a),38 and the Parks Statute, Tenn. Code 
Ann.§ 39-17-131 J(a), are hereby DECLARED 
unconstitutional, void, and of no effect.”

State Argues Jurisdiction and Facial-Challenge 
Issues

The State of Tennessee appealed the decision. It 
is the oral arguments of the appeal which were 
heard on June 23, 2026. Judge Andy D. Bennet 
asked most of the questions.

Mr. Edwin A. Groves, Jr. submitted oral 
arguments for the state. The major argument 
appeared to be a claim the Chancery Court does 
not have jurisdiction in the case. The claim was

https://www.orsaonline.org/
https://www.ammoland.com/2026/06/tennessee-fights-to-revive-going-armed-law-after-court-rules-it-unconstitutional/
https://www.ammoland.com/author/dean-weingarten/
https://www.ammoland.com/2025/10/tennessee-leaders-defy-court-fight-to-preserve-jim-crow-era-gun-bans/
https://www.ammoland.com/2025/10/tennessee-leaders-defy-court-fight-to-preserve-jim-crow-era-gun-bans/
https://tennesseefirearms.com/2025/08/hughes-v-lee-do-we-now-have-constitutional-carry/
https://tncourts.gov/courts/supreme-court/rules/supreme-court-rules/rule-54-rule-special-three-judge-panels
https://tncourts.gov/courts/supreme-court/rules/supreme-court-rules/rule-54-rule-special-three-judge-panels
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Chancery Courts cannot hear criminal cases. 
But, the case is a civil challenge to the validity 
of a criminal statute, not a criminal case. The 
Supreme Court appointed the panel.  Judge 
Bennet appeared skeptical of the idea the 
Supreme Court would appoint a court without 
jurisdiction in the case.

Mr. Groves also claimed the Appellees could not 
win a facial challenge, because the laws could 
apply to “dangerous and unusual weapons” and/
or that the intent to go armed could mean the 
same as going armed to the terror of the public.

Judge Bennet asked if the case is about the 
Second Amendment, because the Tennessee 
Constitution cannot have less protection than 
the Second Amendment. This clarified the merits 
of the case were about infringements on the 
Second Amendment.

John I. Harris, III. gave the oral arguments for 
the appellees. He first decreed this was a civil 
case, not a criminal case, and the three judge 
Chancery court had jurisdiction. Then he made 
clear the statutes in question infringed on 
Second Amendment rights.  He cited law to the 
effect states may not use procedural mechanisms 
to defeat a right the federal courts would uphold.

Harris also stated the Supreme Court in Heller, 
Bruen, and Rahimi held the fringe issues of 
“Dangerous and unusual weapons” or “going 
armed to the terror” of the public did not 
invalidate the facial challenge, because they 
did not invalidate the challenge in the Supreme 
Court decisions Heller, Bruen, or Rahimi.

It is difficult to understand why the State 
of Tennessee is challenging the three judge 
Chancery court on this issue. The Tennessee 
statutes clearly infringe on Second Amendment 
rights. The State is primarily arguing procedural 
issues. It is difficult to see how this benefits 
Governor Lee or the State of Tennessee.
 
About Dean Weingarten:
Dean Weingarten has been a peace officer, 

a military officer, was on the University of 
Wisconsin Pistol Team for four years, and was 
first certified to teach firearms safety in 1973.

New TN Law for the Protection of Private 
Property – Is deadly force justified

39-11-614. Protection of property. [Effective until 
July 1, 2026. See the version effective on July 1, 
2026.]

(a) A person in lawful possession of real or 
personal property is justified in threatening or 
using force against another, when and to the 
degree it is reasonably believed the force is 
immediately necessary to prevent or terminate 
the other's trespass on the land or unlawful 
interference with the property.

(b) A person who has been unlawfully 
dispossessed of real or personal property is 
justified in threatening or using force against the 
other, when and to the degree it is reasonably 
believed the force is immediately necessary to 
reenter the land or recover the property, if the 
person threatens or uses the force immediately 
or in fresh pursuit after the dispossession:

(1) The person reasonably believes the other had 
no claim of right when the other dispossessed 
the person; and

(2) The other accomplished the dispossession by 
threatening or using force against the person.

(c) Unless a person is justified in using deadly 
force as otherwise provided by law, a person is 
not justified in using deadly force to prevent or 
terminate the other's trespass on real estate or 
unlawful interference with personal property. 
(My emphasis)

Not being a lawyer, I’d say one has to be very 
carful before pulling the trigger while defending 
your property. As I've highlighted the subsection 
“c” the “as otherwise provided by law” means 
you can’t shoot someone just for stealing your 
property. I’d don’t see this as any real change to

https://www.orsaonline.org/
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the old law.  Be prudent, my friends.  

TN Governors Race

The Tennessee Firearms Association conducted 
a poll of who should be governor.  By a good 
majority, Monte Fritts, won the poll.  I’ll support 
whomever the Republican nominee is but I’m 
voting for Fritts in the primary.  I’ve followed 
Fritts since he was elected to the legislature and 
his every vote on Second Amendment issues 
have been spot on. I’d suggest you research for 
yourself before you cast your vote.   

America Turns 250 as the Second Amendment 
Movement Keeps Winning
Ammoland Inc. Posted on July 4, 2026
by Dean Weingarten

As America prepares to celebrate its 250th 
birthday, gun owners should take a moment 
to remember how unlikely today’s victories 
once seemed. In 1976, when the nation marked 
its bicentennial, many Second Amendment 
supporters believed the right to keep and bear 
arms was slowly being written out of American 
life. The law schools were hostile. The courts 
were hostile. The media was hostile. Most 
politicians treated the Second Amendment as a 
historical inconvenience. The future looked grim.

We chose to keep fighting. Giving up was not 
an option. The Constitution was clear, and we 
intended to fight to keep the Republic, even if 
the chance of success seemed nil.

The Grassroots Revolt That Changed Gun Politics

A strange thing happened. The Second 
Amendment movement became the seed of the 
movement to restore the American Republic.

I have doubts it would have happened without 
the clear words of the Second Amendment. They 
created a rallying point, an anchor of certainty 
in the righteousness of our cause, a clear guide 
to who was with us and who was against us.  
Voting against the Second Amendment showed 

a politician might say he valued the Constitution, 
but his actions showed him to do the opposite.  
We educated ourselves.

The NRA played a critical role. They slowed 
the advance of the administrative state. It 
appears they believed the fight was lost, but 
they were determined to fight long rearguard 
actions to delay the inevitable. They stopped 
the registration and licensing of handguns in the 
National Firearms Act of 1934. They stripped 
registration of handguns out of the Gun Control 
Act of 1968. In 1977, Second Amendment 
supporters took control of the NRA in the Revolt 
in Cincinnati, where NRA life members voted in 
Second Amendment supporters and outed the 
old guard.

The NRA would become powerful and rich with 
its rearguard actions in Washington, DC.  Second 
Amendment supporters wanted more. They 
wanted to win.

From the perspective of July of 2026, what 
happened seems miraculous.

Second Amendment supporters organized from 
the ground up. Powerful voices, such as Neil 
Knox, educated those on the ground. (Neil was 
kicked out of the NRA in 1982). Newsletters 
and telephone trees were fashioned to educate 
on local politics. The NRA had a significant 
role in opposing anti-Second Amendment 
legislation. The Second Amendment became an 
important item for politicians who wished to be 
elected. The Second Amendment Foundation 
was established. Gun Owners of America was 
established.

Academics and intellectuals started writing 
about the Second Amendment from a historical 
instead of a Progressive perspective. In 1979, Don 
B. Kates, Jr. published “Restricting Handguns, 
The Liberal Skeptics Speak Out. In 1982, with 
Ronald Reagan in office, the Senate issued a 
Report on the Right to Keep and Bear Arms, 
confirming it as an individual right.  In 1987, the 
NRA and local Florida groups were able to pass a

https://www.orsaonline.org/
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“shall issue” concealed carry bill.

By 1989, Sanford Levinson felt compelled to 
write “The Embarrassing Second Amendment” 
in the Yale Law Journal.  The grassroots had 
made the Second Amendment so prominent in 
national politics that left-wing academics were 
forced to mention it. In 1995, the Supreme Court 
struck down the Gun Free School Zone Act as 
exceeding the power of Congress under the 
Interstate Commerce Clause (USA v Lopez). 
Justice Clarence Thomas declared he would like 
to see a Second Amendment case before the 
Supreme Court.

From Heller to Bruen

The Shall Issue revolt against Second 
Amendment infringements was well underway. 
Those who sought to restore the right 
incrementally were shown to have the more 
effective tactics. In 2008, the Supreme Court 
ruled that the Second Amendment was an 
individual right that must be respected in the 
Heller decision. In 2010, the Supreme Court 
confirmed the Second Amendment applied to 
the states, not just the federal government, in the 
McDonald case.

These things did not happen in a vacuum. The 
organizational ability of grassroots Second 
Amendment supporters was magnified by 
talk radio. It found a favorable medium in the 
early Internet. It became clear the problem 
was primarily one of an oppositional national 
Media more than who was elected to Congress, 
because the Media were the gatekeepers to 
Congress and the Presidency. In 2016, a loud-
mouthed New York billionaire upset the apple 
cart by supporting the Second Amendment and 
being elected President. We had entered the 
Trump era.

America 250 and the Next Supreme Court Fight

The old Media could not control the narrative. 
President Trump appointed three originalists 
and textualists to the Supreme Court. For the 

first time in 80 years, the Supreme Court had 
a reliable originalist and textualist majority. 
Last week, the Supreme Court removed more 
infringements on Second Amendment rights. 
They agreed to hear cases involving semi-
automatic rifles. Those rifles will be ruled to be 
protected by the Second Amendment. The states 
which are defying the Supreme Court are having 
their fingers slapped. The requirements for courts 
on how to handle Second Amendment cases are 
being made more stringent and precise, all in 
favor of the Second Amendment. 29 states have 
permitless carry.

All of the above appeared to be fantasy 
unobtainium in 1976. To get where we are today 
took billions of hours of work by millions of 
activists and Second Amendment supporters. 
It took billions of dollars of money. Much was 
wasted. Much had significant effects.

The Second Amendment can be read by anyone 
who can read English. It was, and is, our lodestar. 
Along the way, we found we needed the whole 
Constitution to protect the Bill of Rights, and 
the Bill of Rights to protect the Constitution. We 
learned that most politicians are more concerned 
with holding office than with protecting us. We 
learned to lobby, pressure, and persist.

More than half the country has learned with us. 
The Donald Trump administration is the most 
pro-Second Amendment administration in the 
history of the United States since before 1860.  
To all Second Amendment supporters out there, 
these victories belong to you. The future belongs 
to you. We are winning. We are not finished. 
Keep fighting, keep lobbying, and keep pushing. 
The future looks much brighter than it did in 
1976.

God bless America, God bless the Constitution. 
God bless the Second Amendment.
 
Dean Weingarten

Richard Stouder
oakridger48@msn.com
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